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SOME THOUGHTS FOR REFLECTION:

The Word—the word here of Zephaniah, and the 
word in the rest of the Scriptures—the word made 
flesh in Jesus Christ—stands against us and our 
sinful pride. It will now and always so stand if we 
ignore it or reject it or think it a word intended only 
for someone else. And what a terrible pit that would 
be! For the word of the Lord throughout the Bible is 
a word intended to be for us and not against us—a 
word intended to restore our life and to lead us into 
quiet pastures and to allow us to lie down at 
evening time in peace and security. Therefore, ‘seek 
the Lord… seek righteousness, seek humility.’ 

Elizabeth Achtemeier 
OT scholar

Hope comes solely from God and by 
divine action, it is against the grain alike 
of deservings and expectations. 

J. Alec Motyer 
British OT scholar

Obedience is not a stodgy plodding 
in the ruts of religion, it is a hopeful 
race toward God’s promises. 

Eugene Peterson 
Presbyterian pastor, author, and poet

“Turn to me and be 
saved, all the ends of the 

earth! For I am God, and there 
is no other. By myself I have 

sworn; from my mouth has gone 
out in righteousness a word that 
shall not return: ‘To me every 

knee shall bow, every tongue 
shall swear allegiance.’” 

Isaiah 45:22-23

“ B l e s s e d a re 
the poor in spirit, for 

theirs is the kingdom of 
heaven. Blessed are those who 

mourn, for they shall be comforted. 
Blessed are the meek, for they shall 
inherit the earth. Blessed are those 

who hunger and thirst for 
righteousness, for they shall 

be satisfied.” 
Matthew 5:3-6

”I will bless 
those who bless 

you, and h im who 
dishonors you I wi l l 
curse, and in you all the 

families of the earth 
shall be blessed.” 

Genesis 12:3

We have 
heard of the pride of 

Moab—he is very proud—of his 
loft iness, his pride, and his 

arrogance, and the haughtiness of his 
heart. I know his insolence, declares the 
LORD; his boasts are false, his deeds 
are false. Therefore I wail for Moab; I 

cry out for all Moab; for the men 
of Kir-hareseth I mourn. 

Jeremiah 48:29-31

Every time a godly man reads the Scriptures… 
and there meets with a promise, he ought to 
lay his hand upon it and say, This is part of my 
inheritance, it is mine, and I am to live upon it. 

Jeremiah Burroughs 
17th century English Puritan pastor and author of 

The Rare Jewel of Christian Contentment

Pride will always be replaced 
eventually by the loss of everything 
that occasioned it. 

Kenneth Barker 
OT scholar



Leader:  Oh sing to the LORD a new song, for he has done marvelous things! His 
right hand and his holy arm have worked salvation for him. 

People:  The LORD has made known his salvation; he has revealed his righteousness 
in the sight of the nations. He has remembered his steadfast love and 
faithfulness to the house of Israel. All the ends of the earth have seen the 
salvation of our God. 

Leader: Make a joyful noise to the LORD, all the earth; break forth into joyous song 
and sing praises! Sing praises to the LORD with the lyre, with the lyre and 
the sound of melody! With trumpets and the sound of the horn make a joyful 
noise before the King, the LORD! 

People: Let the sea roar, and all that fills it; the world and those who dwell in it! Let 
the rivers clap their hands; let the hills sing for joy together before the 
LORD, for he comes to judge the earth. 

We break forth into joyous song and sing praises “Come, Let Us Sing unto the Lord” 

 

& 44 .. ˙ œ œ
1.Come,

2.The
3.He
4.All

let
great
called
lands

us
sal -
to
to

˙ œ œ
sing
va -

mind
God

un -
tion
his
lift

˙ œ œ
to
of

truth
up

the
our
and
your

˙ Ó
Lord
God
grace
voice;

& ˙ œ œ
new

is
in

sing

songs
seen
prom -
praise

of
through

ise
to

˙ ˙
praise

all
made
him,

with
the
to

with

˙ ˙
sweet
earth

Is -
shouts

ac -
a -

rael's
re -

˙ Ó
cord;

broad;
race;
joice;

& ˙ œ œ
for
be -
and
with

fore
un -

voice

won - ders
the
to
of

œ œ œ œ
great
hea -

earth's
joy

by
then's

re -
and

œ œ œ œ
him
won -
mo -
loud

are
d'ring
test
ac -

˙ Ó
done,
sight

bound
claim

& ˙ œ œ
his
he

glad
let

has
tid -
all

hand
re -

ings
u -

and

.˙ œ
vealed

of
nite

arm have
his
sal -
and

˙ ˙
vic -

truth
va -

praise

t'ry
and
tion
his

˙ Œ Œ
won.
right.

sound.
name!

Come Let Us Sing Unto the Lord
Based on Psalm 98
Music (Duke Street) by John Hatton 1793

Public Domain

 

GOD SUMMONS US BY HIS GRACE

The call to worship 
is a jolt back to 

reality. It is a 
reminder that in 
the midst of the 

tragic reality of our 
chaotic and broken 

world, there is a 
glorious and 

gracious God. It 
confronts us with 

the fact that God is 
the central truth of 

reality.

Psalm 98



 “Joy to the World” 

 

 

The LORD has 
made known his 
salvation; he has 

revealed his 
righteousness in 
the sight of the 
nations. He has 

remembered his 
steadfast love and 
faithfulness to the 
house of Israel. All 

the ends of the 
earth have seen 

the salvation of our 
God. 

Psalm 98



God calls to us of our sin: our pride and self-righteousness 
Jesus also told this parable to some who trusted in themselves that they were 
righteous, and treated others with contempt: "Two men went up into the temple to 
pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax collector. The Pharisee, standing by himself, 
prayed thus: 'God, I thank you that I am not like other men, extortioners, unjust, 
adulterers, or even like this tax collector. I fast twice a week; I give tithes of all that I 
get.' But the tax collector, standing far off, would not even lift up his eyes to heaven, 
but beat his breast, saying, 'God, be merciful to me, a sinner!' I tell you, this man 
went down to his house justified, rather than the other. For everyone who exalts 
himself will be humbled, but the one who humbles himself will be exalted." 

  

We humble ourselves, confessing our sin and resting in his mercy  
We use this time in God’s presence to confess our sins and our need for God’s grace, silently, 

personally before him alone. We invite you to join us in sorrow over your sin 
and joy in his grace and mercy in Jesus Christ. 

  

God proclaims his mercy to those who humble themselves 
The LORD is merciful and gracious, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. 
He will not always chide, nor will he keep his anger forever. He does not deal with us 
according to our sins,  nor repay us according to our iniquities. For as high as the 
heavens are above the earth, so great is his steadfast love toward those who fear him; 
as far as the east is from the west, so far does he remove our transgressions from us. 

God, being rich in mercy, because of the great love with which he loved us, even 
when we were dead in our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ. 

 

When we humble 
ourselves, we 

confess our sins 
and our need for 
Jesus Christ and 
God responds 

assuring us that 
Christ’s death paid 
the price of our sin 
once for all. We are 
not forgiven again, 

rather we are 
reminded that 

Christ’s sacrificial 
death guarantees 
our forgiveness 

once for all.

GOD SANCTIFIES US BY HIS GRACE

Luke 18

Psalm 103

Ephesians 2



We bless the Lord, praising him for his mercy “Praise, My Soul, the King of Heaven” 

 

Bless the LORD, O 
my soul, and 

forget not all his 
benefits, who 

forgives all your 
iniquity, who heals 
all your diseases, 

who redeems your 
life from the pit, 
who crowns you 

with steadfast love 
and mercy, who 
satisfies you with 
good so that your 
youth is renewed 
like the eagle's. 

Psalm 103



  

 

 

GOD SPEAKS WITH US BY HIS GRACE
Zephaniah 2:1-3:7

1Gather together, yes, gather, 
 O shameless nation, 
2before the decree takes effect 
 —before the day passes away like chaff— 
before there comes upon you 
 the burning anger of the LORD, 
before there comes upon you 
 the day of the anger of the LORD. 
3Seek the LORD, all you humble of the land, 
 who do his just commands; 
seek righteousness; seek humility; 
 perhaps you may be hidden 
 on the day of the anger of the LORD. 
4For Gaza shall be deserted, 
 and Ashkelon shall become a desolation; 
Ashdod’s people shall be driven out at noon, 
 and Ekron shall be uprooted. 

5Woe to you inhabitants of the seacoast, 
 you nation of the Cherethites! 
The word of the LORD is against you, 
 O Canaan, land of the Philistines; 
 and I will destroy you until no inhabitant is left. 
6And you, O seacoast, shall be pastures, 
 with meadows for shepherds 
 and folds for flocks. 
7The seacoast shall become the possession 
 of the remnant of the house of Judah, 
 on which they shall graze, 
and in the houses of Ashkelon 
 they shall lie down at evening. 
For the LORD their God will be mindful of them 
 and restore their fortunes. 

8“I have heard the taunts of Moab 
 and the revilings of the Ammonites, 
how they have taunted my people 
 and made boasts against their territory. 
9Therefore, as I live,” declares the LORD of hosts, 
 the God of Israel, 
“Moab shall become like Sodom, 
 and the Ammonites like Gomorrah, 

a land possessed by nettles and salt pits, 
 and a waste forever. 
The remnant of my people shall plunder them, 
 and the survivors of my nation shall possess them.” 
10This shall be their lot in return for their pride, 
 because they taunted and boasted 
 against the people of the LORD of hosts. 
11The LORD will be awesome against them; 
 for he will famish all the gods of the earth, 
and to him shall bow down, 
 each in its place, 
 all the lands of the nations. 

12You also, O Cushites, 
 shall be slain by my sword. 

13And he will stretch out his hand against the north 
 and destroy Assyria, 
and he will make Nineveh a desolation, 
 a dry waste like the desert. 
14Herds shall lie down in her midst, 
 all kinds of beasts; 
even the owl and the hedgehog 
 shall lodge in her capitals; 
a voice shall hoot in the window; 
 devastation will be on the threshold; 
 for her cedar work will be laid bare. 
15This is the exultant city 
 that lived securely, 
that said in her heart, 
 “I am, and there is no one else.” 
What a desolation she has become, 
 a lair for wild beasts! 
Everyone who passes by her 
 hisses and shakes his fist. 

1Woe to her who is rebellious and defiled, 
 the oppressing city! 
2She listens to no voice; 
 she accepts no correction. 
She does not trust in the LORD; 
 she does not draw near to her God. 

3



Sermon Rev. Dr. Per Almquist 
Promises, Promises 

Zephaniah 2:1-3:7 
Mine! Living Like You Belong to Jesus 

We seek the Lord because he is faithful to his promises 
1. His promise of judgment 

2. His promise of blessing 
 

In Matthew 4, 
Jesus quotes 

Scripture saying, 
“Man shall not live 

by bread alone, 
but by every word 
that comes from 

the mouth of God.” 
So we come to the 
word of God each 
week, finding in it 
the nourishment 

that feeds our 
souls.

 3Her officials within her 
  are roaring lions; 
 her judges are evening wolves 
  that leave nothing till the morning. 
 4Her prophets are fickle, treacherous men; 
 her priests profane what is holy; 
  they do violence to the law. 
 5The LORD within her is righteous; 
  he does no injustice; 
 every morning he shows forth his justice; 
  each dawn he does not fail; 
  but the unjust knows no shame. 

 6“I have cut off nations; 
  their battlements are in ruins; 
 I have laid waste their streets 
  so that no one walks in them; 
 their cities have been made desolate, 
  without a man, without an inhabitant. 
 7I said, ‘Surely you will fear me; 
  you will accept correction. 
 Then your dwelling would not be cut off 
  according to all that I have appointed  
   against you.’ 
 But all the more they were eager 
  to make all their deeds corrupt.



We seek the Lord, crying out that we would live in the reality of his promises 
 “Speak, O Lord” 
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Speak O Lord
Keith Getty and Stuart Townend

 

Long ago, at many 
times and in many 
ways, God spoke 
to our fathers by 
the prophets, but 
in these last days 
he has spoken to 

us by his Son, 
whom he 

appointed the heir 
of all things, 

through whom 
also he created the 

world. He is the 
radiance of the 

glory of God and 
the exact imprint 
of his nature, and 
he upholds the 
universe by the 

word of his power. 
Hebrews 1



In the Lord’s Supper, God seals his promises to us: life through the death of his 
Son, Jesus Christ 
We celebrate God’s free grace to us in Jesus Christ by observing the Lord’s Supper each Sunday. 
We invite to the Lord’s Table all those who are baptized followers of Jesus Christ, under the 
authority of Christ and his body, the Church. By eating the bread and drinking the cup you are 
acknowledging that you are a sinner, without hope except in the sovereign mercy of God, and 
that you are trusting in Jesus Christ alone for your salvation. If you have any doubts about your 
participation, please speak to one of the elders after the service. 
 “I Need Thee Every Hour”
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© 1998 Kevin Twit Music
Used by permission. All rights reserved.

I Need Thee
Every Hour Annie Hawks

Kevin Twit

 

The Lord’s Supper 
sets before us 

Christ crucified, 
who in the 

sacrament conveys 
to our faith all the 

blessings 
contained in the 

giving of his life for 
those who believe.

GOD STRENGTHENS US BY HIS GRACE



 “Poor Sinner, Dejected with Fear” 
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Poor Sinner, Dejected With Fear
William Gadsby

Katy Bowser & Matthew Perryman Jones

2001 MPJ Music/Velveteen Songs

 

Peace I leave with 
you; my peace I 

give to you. Not as 
the world gives do 

I give to you. Let 
not your hearts be 
troubled, neither 

let them be afraid. 
John 14



We seek the Lord with all our lives, giving our tithes and offerings to him and 
gathering to seek him as his covenant people together 

1. Do you acknowledge yourself to be a sinner in the sight of God, justly deserving 
his displeasure, and without hope save in his sovereign mercy? 

2. Do you believe in the Lord Jesus Christ as the Son of God, and Savior of sinners, 
and do you receive and rest upon him alone for salvation as he is offered in the 
Gospel? 

3. Do you now resolve and promise, in humble reliance upon the grace of the Holy 
Spirit, that you will endeavor to live as becomes a follower of Christ? 

4. Do you promise to support the Church in its worship and work to the best of your 
ability? 

5. Do you submit yourself to the government and discipline of the Church, and 
promise to study its purity and peace? 

 

We come to God in prayer in thanks for his faithfulness to his promises and to 
live in humble submission, seeking him  

During this time we live in faith, trusting in the power of his grace, 
placing our lives and our church in his hands. 

We ask that he would work in us and through us for his glory. 

 

These vows are 
taken by all who 
join Free Grace. 

They are a public 
profession of what 

we believe and 
our commitment 

to the church. 

1-2  
We declare what 
we believe, the 

core of 
what it means to 
be a Christian. 

3 
We acknowledge 
that Christ is Lord 
over all of our life. 

We commit 
ourselves to live as 
he calls us in love 

for him and 
gratitude for his 

grace to us. 

4 
We commit 

ourselves to this 
church. We 

promise to be 
active in the life of 
the church and of 

the other 
members of the 

church. 

5 
We promise to 
submit to the 
church's care, 
understanding 

that they will 
pursue us in love 
to hold us to the 

vows we have 
taken, that God 

would be glorified 
in our lives.



We rejoice in his keeping of his promises  “Great is Thy Faithfulness”

The Lord promises his faithfulness, his keeping of all his promises 
Leader: Now may the God of peace himself sanctify you completely, and may your 

whole spirit and soul and body be kept blameless at the coming of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. He who calls you is faithful; he will surely do it… He has loved 
you with an everlasting love; therefore he will continue his faithfulness to 
you. 

People: Amen 
Please stay and join us for a time of enjoying each other’s company. 

This is a time to share in life together as the gospel calls us 
as we reconnect with those we know and as we meet someone new. 

 

GOD SENDS US BY HIS GRACE

1 Thessalonians 5

Jeremiah 31

The steadfast love 
of the LORD never 

ceases; his 
mercies never 

come to an end; 
they are new every 
morning; great is 
your faithfulness. 
“The LORD is my 
portion,” says my 
soul, “therefore I 
will hope in him.” 

Lamentations 3
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Our Connections 
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Welcome to Free Grace 
We are a broken church full of broken people. We know we need God’s free grace. Some 
of us have accepted this grace, some are exploring what it’s all about. All of us are still 
trying to understand it. We are a church that seeks to proclaim this free grace of God with 
both our words and our lives. Not satisfied with simply talking about it, we want to live it 
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We have seen that pride and humility are comparative 
emotions. Pride is incited by the comparison between 
ourselves and our inferiors; humility, by the comparison 
between ourselves and those felt to be our superiors. This is 
unquestionable. It follows, then, that the proud spirit must 
be habitually conversant with things meaner than itself, 
and the humble with things nobler than itself. But we 
always tend to be assimilated to what our vision dwells on.  
Thus we learn that pride is the groveling, the degrading 
temper, and humility the exalting one. Pride is the vulture 
which may exult in sailing a little above the tree-tops, 
because its eye is fixed on the earth and the foul garbage 
with which it desires to glut itself, while it becomes foul 
itself and loathsome as its food. Humility is the eagle 
soaring into the upper sky, yet never judging itself to have 
risen high, because its eye is fixed upon the distant sun. 

Robert Lewis Dabney 
19th century Presbyterian theologian
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