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SOME THOUGHTS FOR REFLECTION:

We are to be tolerant of people, not necessarily 
of all their ideas and practices...Tolerance does 
not mean that we never try to persuade 
someone of the truth of an important idea. It 
does mean that we hold that person in respect, 
despite areas of disagreement. 

Dick Keyes 
pastor, author, and director of  

L'Abri Fellowship in Southborough, Massachusetts

The church is not the sum total of the 
decisions of its leaders. The Lord Jesus 
Christ is at the helm, and orders even the church’s 
tragedies and disappointments for the good of his 
kingdom and for the glory of his name. As you 
look upon what can often seem to be a messy and 
disordered church, in whom is your trust and 
confidence? 

Guy Waters 
NT scholar

F o r t h i s i s t h e 
message that you have 

heard from the beginning, that 
we should love one another… We 

know that we have passed out of 
death into life, because we love the 
brothers. Whoever does not love 
abides in death. Everyone who hates 
his brother is a murderer, and you 

know that no murderer has 
eternal life abiding in him. 

1 John 3:11, 14–15

So if 
t h e r e i s a n y 

encouragement in Christ, 
any comfort from love, any 

participation in the Spirit, any 
affection and sympathy, complete my 

joy by being of the same mind, having 
the same love, being in full accord and 
of one mind. Do nothing from selfish 
ambition or conceit, but in humility 

count others more significant 
than yourselves. 

Philippians 2:1–3

L u k e 
alone is with 

me. Get Mark and 
bring him with you, for 
he is very useful to 

me for ministry.  
2 Timothy 4:11

Aristarchus 
my fe l low pr isoner 

greets you, and Mark the 
cousin of Barnabas (concerning 
whom you have rece ived 

instructions—if he comes to 
you, welcome him). 

Colossians 4:10

Most importantly, the Bible teaches that we 
should see conflict neither as an inconvenience 
nor as an occasion for selfish gain, but rather 
as an opportunity to demonstrate the presence 
and power of God…It encourages us to look at 
conflict as an opportunity to glorify God, to 
serve others, and to grow to be like Christ. 

Ken Sande 
lawyer, mediator, and founder of Peacemaker Ministries

If then you have 
been raised with Christ, 

seek the things that are above, 
where Christ is, seated at the right 

hand of God. Set your minds on 
things that are above, not on things 
that are on earth. For you have 

died, and your life is hidden 
with Christ in God. 

Colossians 3:1–3



Leader: Remember to extol his work, of which men have sung. All mankind has 
looked on it; man beholds it from afar. 

People: Behold, God is great, and we know him not; the number of his years is 
unsearchable. 

Leader: For he draws up the drops of water; they distill his mist in rain, which the 
skies pour down and drop on mankind abundantly. Can anyone understand 
the spreading of the clouds, the thunderings of his pavilion? 

People: Behold, he scatters his lightning about him and covers the roots of the sea. 

Leader: Great is the Lord, and greatly to be praised, and his greatness is 
unsearchable. One generation shall commend your works to another, and 
shall declare your mighty acts. 

People: I will extol you, my God and King, and bless your name forever and ever. 
Every day I will bless you and praise your name forever and ever. 

We bless and praise the name of our Great God and King “Immortal, Invisible” 
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Immortal, Invisible,
God Only Wise Words by Walter Smith

Traditional Welsh melody

 

Job 36

GOD SUMMONS US BY HIS GRACE 

God’s call to 
worship reminds 

us that he alone is 
worth 

worshipping. He 
alone is great 
beyond our 

comprehension. 
And he calls us to 
come to him and 
receive his gifts of 

grace through 
Jesus Christ. 

Psalm 145



God calls us to come to him by his grace and mercy alone 
“Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. Take 
my yoke upon you, and learn from me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and 
you will find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.”

“In repentance and rest you shall be saved; in quietness and in trust shall be 
your strength.” Therefore the Lord waits to be gracious to you, and therefore he 
exalts himself to show mercy to you. For the Lord is a God of justice; blessed 
are all those who wait for him. He will surely be gracious to you at the sound of 
your cry. As soon as he hears it, he answers you.

We repent and rest in Jesus Christ  
We use this time in God’s presence to confess our sins and our need for God’s grace, silently, 

personally before him alone. We invite you to join us in sorrow over your sin 
and joy in his grace and mercy in Jesus Christ. 

We know his gracious love for us not in our love, but his love in Christ 
By this we know love, that he laid down his life for us…In this the love of  God was 
made manifest among us, that God sent his only Son into the world, so that we might 
live through him. In this is love, not that we have loved God but that he loved us and 
sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins. 

 

GOD SANCTIFIES US BY HIS GRACE

1 John 3 & 4

To the world, 
repentance is 

looking backwards 
in shame, remorse, 
and regret at what 
our sin and failures 

cost us. For the 
Christian, 

repentance is 
looking forward to 
the one who took 
all that as his own 

and gave us 
himself instead. To 

the world 
repentance is 

about sorrow; to 
the Christian it is 

about joy.

Matthew 11

Isaiah 30



We sing out in praise of his great love that gives us victory, life, through the 
death of Jesus Christ “How Deep the Father’s Love for Us” 
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How Deep the Father's Love for Us
Stuart Townend

 

But God shows his 
love for us in that 
while we were still 

sinners, Christ 
died for us. 

Romans 5



   “Jesus, I Come”
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Jesus, I Come
 William Sleeper
Greg Thompson

© 2000 Greg Thompson
Used by permission.  All rights reserved.

The only way we 
are able to come 

before God is 
through Jesus 

Christ. The 
amazing love of 
Christ’s death on 
the cross was the 
perfect sacrifice 

which satisfied the 
Father’s justice. 

This he gives us by 
his free grace, 

completely 
unearned and 

undeserved by us.

 



 36And after some days Paul said to Barnabas, “Let us return and visit the 
brothers in every city where we proclaimed the word of the Lord, and see 
how they are.” 37Now Barnabas wanted to take with them John called Mark. 
38But Paul thought best not to take with them one who had withdrawn from 
them in Pamphylia and had not gone with them to the work. 39And there 
arose a sharp disagreement, so that they separated from each other. Barnabas 
took Mark with him and sailed away to Cyprus, 40but Paul chose Silas and 
departed, having been commended by the brothers to the grace of the Lord. 
41And he went through Syria and Cilicia, strengthening the churches. 

 1Paul came also to Derbe and to Lystra. A disciple was there, named 
Timothy, the son of a Jewish woman who was a believer, but his father was a 
Greek. 2He was well spoken of by the brothers at Lystra and Iconium. 3Paul 
wanted Timothy to accompany him, and he took him and circumcised him 
because of the Jews who were in those places, for they all knew that his 
father was a Greek. 4As they went on their way through the cities, they 
delivered to them for observance the decisions that had been reached by the 
apostles and elders who were in Jerusalem. 5So the churches were 
strengthened in the faith, and they increased in numbers daily. 

Sermon Rev. Per Almquist
Disagreeable People 
The Church that God Built 

 

Acts 15:36-16:5

GOD SPEAKS WITH US BY HIS GRACE 

Why do we use so 
much Scripture in 

our worship?  

All Scripture is 
breathed out by 

God and profitable 
for teaching, for 

reproof, for 
correction, and for 

training in 
righteousness, that 

the man of God  
may be 

competent, 
equipped for 

every good work.  
2 Timothy 3



We look to live the gospel, to witness to Jesus Christ, even in our disagreements 
  “Be Thou My Vision” 
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Be Thou My Vision
Ancient Irish poem
Trans. by Mary Byrne
Versified by Eleanor Hull
Traditional Irish melody

 

If then you have 
been raised with 
Christ, seek the 
things that are 
above, where 

Christ is, seated at 
the right hand of 

God. Set your 
minds on things 

that are above, not 
on things that are 

on earth. 
Colossians 3



We proclaim our communion with each other in the gospel as we celebrate our 
communion with Christ as we partake of the Lord’s Supper 
We invite to the Lord’s Table all those who are baptized followers of Jesus Christ, under the 
authority of Christ and his body, the Church. By eating the bread and drinking the cup, you 
proclaim that you are in covenant relationship with God, that you are a sinner, without hope 
except in the sovereign mercy of God, and that you are trusting in Jesus Christ alone for your 
salvation. If you have any doubts about your participation, please speak to one of the elders after 
the service. Wine and bread are the elements of the supper as instituted by Jesus Christ and so 
we follow his example. 
  “Here is Love” 

Here is love, vast as the ocean,  
Loving kindness as the flood,  

When the Prince of life, our ransom  
Shed for us his precious blood. 

Who his love will not remember? 
Who can cease to sing his praise?  

He will never be forgotten  
Throughout heav’n’s eternal days. 

On the mount of crucifixion  
Fountains opened deep and wide; 

Through the flood-gates of God’s mercy  
Flowed a vast and gracious tide.  

Grace and love, like mighty rivers,  
Poured incessant from above; 

Heaven’s peace and perfect justice 
Kissed a guilty world in love. 

Bond and pledge of sweet communion, 
All Christ’s benefits divine,  

Here, ye saints, is offered freely 
In the bread and in the wine. 

Here is love, displayed in splendor,  
Body broken, blood outpoured;  
Signs and seals of mercy offered  

At the table of the Lord. 

 

GOD STRENGTHENS US BY HIS GRACE 

Communion is, of 
all the actions of 

worship, a 
uniquely 

corporate event. 
We can sing alone, 
or study Scripture 

alone, or pray 
alone, but nobody 
does Communion 
alone for it is our 
celebration that 
we are united to 
Jesus Christ, and 

in him, to each 
other.



We give our tithes and offerings to declare that our lives are his
 “All to Jesus I Surrender” 

Then Jesus told his 
disciples, “If 

anyone would 
come after me, let 
him deny himself 
and take up his 
cross and follow 
me. For whoever 

would save his life 
will lose it, but 

whoever loses his 
life for my sake will 

find it.” 
Matthew 16

 



We come to God in prayer that we would live for his gospel alone 
During this time we live in faith, trusting in the power of his grace, 

placing our lives and our church in his hands. 
We ask that he would work in us and through us for his glory. 

We declare that we, the church, are one in Christ “The Church’s One Foundation” 
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The Church’s One Foundation
Words by Samuel Stone
Music by Brian Moss

 

GOD SENDS US WITH HIS GRACE

So then you are no 
longer strangers 

and aliens, but you 
are fellow citizens 
with the saints and 

members of the 
household of God, 

built on the 
foundation of the 

apostles and 
prophets, Christ 

Jesus himself 
being the 

cornerstone, in 
whom the whole 
structure, being 
joined together, 
grows into a holy 

temple in the Lord. 
Ephesians 2



God speaks his blessing upon his people: our union in Christ to glorify him
Leader: May the God of endurance and encouragement grant you to live in such 

harmony with one another, in accord with Christ Jesus, that together you may 
with one voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ…May the 
Lord make you increase and abound in love for one another and for all, so 
that he may establish your hearts blameless in holiness before our God and 
Father, at the coming of our Lord Jesus with all his saints. 

People: Amen 
Please stay and join us for a time of refreshment and enjoying each other’s company. 

This is a time to share in life together as the gospel calls us 
as we reconnect with those we know and as we meet someone new. 

 

So then you are no 
longer strangers 

and aliens, but you 
are fellow citizens 
with the saints and 

members of the 
household of God, 

built on the 
foundation of the 

apostles and 
prophets, Christ 

Jesus himself 
being the 

cornerstone, in 
whom the whole 
structure, being 
joined together, 
grows into a holy 

temple in the Lord. 
Ephesians 2

Romans 15 
1 Thessalonians 3
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Our Connections 
Free Grace is a congregation of 
the Presbyterian Church in 
America (PCA), a family of 
churches that seeks to be faithful 
to the Scriptures, true to the 
Reformed faith, and obedient to 
the Great Commission of Jesus 
Christ. 

Our Leadership 
Free Grace is lead by her elders, men 
called by God and set apart by the 
church to care and lead her as 
individual members, families, and as 
a whole. Our elders are: 

Rev. Per Almquist (pastor) 

Brian Cosgrove 
Paul Martin 
Ken Morris 
Ben Van Dyke

Welcome to Free Grace 
We are a broken church full of broken people. We know we need God’s free grace. Some 
of us have accepted this grace, some are exploring what it’s all about. All of us are still 
trying to understand it. We are a church that seeks to proclaim this free grace of God with 
both our words and our lives. Not satisfied with simply talking about it, we want to live it 
out. We invite you to come, explore, and live God’s free grace with us.



The words may be more 
sophisticated, but I am ashamed 

how many of my disagreements still 
boil down to “but I want it!”



broken people 
bound together in Christ 

for God’s glory
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