
A Church Committed 
Free Grace Presbyterian Church

March 8, 2020 



SOME THOUGHTS FOR REFLECTION:

God’s people need instruction in the faith. It was in the 
wake of this teaching that believers were first called 
“Christians.” The truth affected them in such a way that 
their lives portrayed the doctrines they espoused. They not 
only talked about Christ, but also resembled him in their 
actions. It was evident to all that 
they belonged to Christ. 

Derek Thomas 
Welsh Presbyterian pastor

There is a gap between an intellectual recognition of who Jesus is and a 
commitment to Him. Logically, it would seem that anyone who admits that 

Jesus is the Son of God should be willing to follow Him and obey Him. It is 
a truth which ought to transform their lives. But in fact there are many 
people who will give at least verbal assent to the proposition "Jesus is 
God," but who do not seem to care very much about Jesus, or even pay 
Him much attention. It is clear then that what is necessary to become a 
Christian is not merely acceptance of a proposition on the basis of 

evidence, but a change in a person's whole orientation to life. 
C. Stephan Evans 

philosopher

Commitment is an act, not a word. 
Jean-Paul Sartre 

French Existentialist philosopher

A n d 
every day, in the 

t e m p l e a n d f r o m 
house to house, they did 
not cease teaching and 
p re a c h i n g t h at t h e 

Christ is Jesus. 
Acts 5:42

You can be committed to 
Church but not committed 

to Christ, but you cannot be 
committed to Christ and not 

committed to church. 
Joel Osteen 

inspirational author and speaker

Now 
the full number of those 

who believed were of one heart 
and soul, and no one said that any of the 

things that belonged to him was his own, but 
they had everything in common. And with great 

power the apostles were giving their testimony to the 
resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and great grace was 

upon them all. There was not a needy person among 
them, for as many as were owners of lands or houses sold 
them and brought the proceeds of what was sold and 
laid it at the apostles' feet, and it was distributed to each 
as any had need. Thus Joseph, who was also called by 

the apostles Barnabas (which means son of 
encouragement), a Levite, a native of Cyprus, 

sold a field that belonged to him and 
brought the money and laid it at the 

apostles' feet. 
Acts 4:32–37

A n d 
whatever you do, 

in word or deed, do 
everything in the name of 

the Lord Jesus, giving 
thanks to God the Father 

through him.  
Colossians 3:17



Leader: Put not your trust in princes, in a son of man, in whom there is no salvation.  
People: When his breath departs, he returns to the earth; on that very day his plans 

perish. 

Leader: Blessed is he whose help is the God of Jacob, whose hope is in the Lord his 
God, who made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that is in them, who 
keeps faith forever. 

People: Praise the Lord! Praise the Lord, O my soul! I will praise the Lord as long as 
I live; I will sing praises to my God while I have my being. 

We sing praises to the Lord “Hallelujah, Praise Jehovah”
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Hallelujah Praise Jehovah
Psalm 146

Music by Darwin Jordan

© 1982 Darwin Jordan Music. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

 

Psalm 146

GOD SUMMONS US BY HIS GRACE 

It is the joy of 
God’s people to 
sing praises to 

him. There is none 
like him and one 
day his glory will 
be clearly seen 

and all people will 
come and worship 

him, 
acknowledging 
that he alone is 

God. Our worship 
this morning is a 
taste of that day.



  “The God of Abraham Praise” 
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The God of Abraham Praise
Thomas Olivers, 1770

Jewish melody, arr Meyer Lyon, 1770

 

“As I looked, 
thrones were 

placed, and the 
Ancient of Days 
took his seat; his 

clothing was white 
as snow, and the 
hair of his head 

like pure wool; his 
throne was fiery 

flames; its wheels 
were burning fire.” 

Daniel 7



God calls us to come and worship, recognizing his glory and our sin, the failure 
of our strength and the things of this world to save us 

For thus said the Lord God, the Holy One of Israel, 
 “In repentance and rest you shall be saved; 
 in quietness and in trust shall be your strength”… 
Therefore the Lord waits to be gracious to you, 
 and therefore he exalts himself to show mercy to you. 
For the Lord is a God of justice; 
 blessed are all those who wait for him. 
He will surely be gracious to you at the sound of your cry. 
 As soon as he hears it, he answers you. 

We repent, confessing our sin and resting in his mercy alone  
We use this time in God’s presence to confess our sins and our need for God’s grace, silently, 

personally before him alone. We invite you to join us in sorrow over your sin 
and joy in his grace and mercy in Jesus Christ. 

God proclaims his mercy, the mystery of Christ — that he takes our sin that we 
might become his righteousness 

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! According to his great mercy, 
he has caused us to be born again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus 
Christ from the dead, to an inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, 
kept in heaven for you, who by God's power are being guarded through faith for a 
salvation ready to be revealed in the last time…For our sake God made him to be sin 
who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God.  

GOD SANCTIFIES US BY HIS GRACE

1 Peter 1 
2 Corinthians 5

Isaiah 30

We confess our 
sins in order to 

give glory to God. 
We confess our 

failures, our 
rebellion, our 

striving after our 
own glory so that 
we can proclaim 
the glory of his 
grace to us in 

Jesus Christ, who 
became sin that 

we might become 
the righteousness 

of God.



We rejoice and rest in the mystery of Christ “A Debtor to Mercy Alone” 
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A Debtor to Mercy Alone
Words by Augustus Toplady
Music by Kevin Twit

In the strange 
mercy of God the 

cup of his 
righteous wrath is 

given into the 
hands, not of his 

enemies, but of his 
beloved Son. And 

he will drink it, 
down to the dregs 
until the moment 
comes when “I 

thirst” gives place 
to “It is finished”. 

Lesslie Newbigin

 



 19Now those who were scattered because of the persecution that arose 
over Stephen traveled as far as Phoenicia and Cyprus and Antioch, speaking 
the word to no one except Jews. 20But there were some of them, men of 
Cyprus and Cyrene, who on coming to Antioch spoke to the Hellenists also, 
preaching the Lord Jesus. 21And the hand of the Lord was with them, and a 
great number who believed turned to the Lord. 22The report of this came to 
the ears of the church in Jerusalem, and they sent Barnabas to Antioch. 
23When he came and saw the grace of God, he was glad, and he exhorted 
them all to remain faithful to the Lord with steadfast purpose, 24for he was a 
good man, full of the Holy Spirit and of faith. And a great many people were 
added to the Lord. 25So Barnabas went to Tarsus to look for Saul, 26and when 
he had found him, he brought him to Antioch. For a whole year they met 
with the church and taught a great many people. And in Antioch the disciples 
were first called Christians. 

 27Now in these days prophets came down from Jerusalem to Antioch. 
28And one of them named Agabus stood up and foretold by the Spirit that 
there would be a great famine over all the world (this took place in the days 
of Claudius). 29So the disciples determined, every one according to his 
ability, to send relief to the brothers living in Judea. 30And they did so, 
sending it to the elders by the hand of Barnabas and Saul. 

 

Acts 11:19-30

GOD SPEAKS WITH US BY HIS GRACE 

God has given us 
the ability to hear 
him speak through 
his word, the Bible. 

We turn to it 
throughout our 
worship to hear 
God speak to us 
about who he is 
and who we are.



Sermon Rev. Per Almquist

A Church Committed 
The Church that God Built 

 

The penetrating 
power of the Bible 

resides not only 
with its nature as 
God’s Word but 

also its purpose in 
God’s hands. It is 

the Holy Spirit that 
makes it an active 
energy within the 

soul. 



We stand as the Church and declare our commitment to Jesus Christ 
“The Church’s One Foundation” 
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The Church’s One Foundation
Words by Samuel Stone
Music by Brian Moss

So then you are no 
longer strangers 

and aliens, but you 
are fellow citizens 
with the saints and 
members of the 

household of God, 
built on the 

foundation of the 
apostles and 

prophets, Christ 
Jesus himself 

being the 
cornerstone, in 

whom the whole 
structure, being 
joined together, 
grows into a holy 

temple in the Lord. 
Ephesians 2



We celebrate the Lord’s Supper experiencing God’s commitment to us in Jesus 
Christ as we proclaim our commitment to him 
We invite to the Lord’s Table all those who are baptized followers of Jesus Christ, under the 
authority of Christ and his body, the Church. By eating the bread and drinking the cup, you 
proclaim that you are in covenant relationship with God, that you are a sinner, without hope 
except in the sovereign mercy of God, and that you are trusting in Jesus Christ alone for your 
salvation. If you have any doubts about your participation, please speak to one of the elders after 
the service. Wine and bread are the elements of the supper as instituted by Jesus Christ and so 
we follow his example. 

  

The Word leads us 
to Christ by the 

ear; the 
Sacraments lead 

us to Christ by the 
eye. 

Robert Bruce

GOD STRENGTHENS US BY HIS GRACE 

 



We commit ourselves to God wholly and completely as we give our tithes and 
offerings to him “He Will Hold Me Fast” 

We come to God in prayer seeking and receiving the grace to live committed to 
Jesus Christ in all things  

During this time we live in faith, trusting in the power of his grace, 
placing our lives and our church in his hands. 

We ask that he would work in us and through us for his glory. 

He Will Hold Me Fast Lyrics vv. 1–2 Ada Habershon (1861–1918),
Public Domain; Alt words vv. 1–2,

lyrics v.3, and music: Matt Merker © 2013
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We give our 
offerings to God 

as a public 
demonstration of 
our faith, putting 
our money where 
our mouths are. In 

this action we 
show what we 
claim, that our 

lives are organized 
around God and 

lived for him 
instead of 
ourselves.



We hear God’s call to commitment to him and respond “We are God’s People” 

 

GOD SENDS US WITH HIS GRACE 

Know that the 
LORD, he is God! 
It is he who made 
us, and we are his; 
we are his people, 
and the sheep of 

his pasture. 
Psalm 100

 



God assures us of his commitment to his Church in Christ Jesus
Leader: Now may Christ dwell in your hearts through faith—that you, being rooted 

and grounded in love, may have strength to comprehend with all the saints 
what is the breadth and length and height and depth, and to know the love 
of Christ that surpasses knowledge, that you may be filled with all the 
fullness of God. Now to him who is able to do far more abundantly than all 
that we ask or think, according to the power at work within us, to him be 
glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, forever 
and ever. 

People: Amen 
Please stay and join us for a time of refreshment and enjoying each other’s company. 

This is a time to share in life together as the gospel calls us 
as we reconnect with those we know and as we meet someone new. 

 

Ephesians 3
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Our Connections 
Free Grace is a congregation of 
the Presbyterian Church in 
America (PCA), a family of 
churches that seeks to be faithful 
to the Scriptures, true to the 
Reformed faith, and obedient to 
the Great Commission of Jesus 
Christ. 

Our Leadership 
Free Grace is lead by her elders, men 
called by God and set apart by the 
church to care and lead her as 
individual members, families, and as 
a whole. Our elders are: 

Rev. Per Almquist (pastor) 

Brian Cosgrove 
Paul Martin 
Ken Morris 
Ben Van Dyke

Welcome to Free Grace 
We are a broken church full of broken people. We know we need God’s free grace. Some 
of us have accepted this grace, some are exploring what it’s all about. All of us are still 
trying to understand it. We are a church that seeks to proclaim this free grace of God with 
both our words and our lives. Not satisfied with simply talking about it, we want to live it 
out. We invite you to come, explore, and live God’s free grace with us.



If you were dragged into court and 
accused of being a Christian, could  

your life—your checkbook and credit 
cards, your reputation at work, how you 

spent your time, and how you treated 
others— be summoned as evidence 

against you? Would there be any doubt 
as to the outcome of the trial?



broken people 
bound together in Christ 

for God’s glory
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