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SOME THOUGHTS FOR REFLECTION:

The unsavoury story of Herod’s activity in all 
this is an awesome reminder of how deeply 
opposition to Jesus can be rooted in the hearts 
of people who are not prepared to allow his 
gentle rule to control them. If we are 
determined to get our own way at all costs, we 
will go to any lengths to eliminate all trace of 
Jesus and his claims on our lives. 

Michael Green 
British pastor, evangelist, and NT scholar

Character cannot be developed in 
ease and quiet. Only through 
experience of trial and 
suffering can the soul be 
s t r e n g t h e n e d , 
ambition inspired, 
and success be 
achieved. 

Helen Keller 
Deaf-blind author, political 

activist, and lecturer

But you’re gonna have to serve somebody, yes indeed 
You’re gonna have to serve somebody 
Well, it may be the devil or it may be the Lord 
But you’re gonna have to serve somebody 

Bob Dylan 
“Gotta Serve Somebody” 

Singer-songwriter, author, and visual artist

In all their affliction 
he was afflicted, and the 

angel of his presence saved 
them; in his love and in his pity 
he redeemed them; he lifted 
them up and carried them all 

the days of old. 
Isaiah 63:9

The LORD is my shepherd; I 
shall not want. He makes me lie 

down in green pastures. He leads me 
beside still waters. He restores my soul. He 

leads me in paths of righteousness for his 
name's sake. 

  
Even though I walk through the valley of the 
shadow of death, I will fear no evil, for you are with 
me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me. 

You prepare a table before me in the presence 
of my enemies; you anoint my head with oil; 

my cup overflows. Surely goodness and 
mercy shall follow me all the days of 

my life, and I shall dwell in the 
house of the LORD forever. 

Psalm 23

“Now therefore 
fear the LORD and serve 

him in sincerity and in 
faithfulness. Put away the gods 

that your fathers served beyond 
the River and in Egypt, and serve 
the LORD. And if it is evil in your 
eyes to serve the LORD, 

choose this day whom you 
will serve…” 

Joshua 24:14–15

But he was pierced 
for our transgressions; 

he was crushed for our 
iniquities; upon him was the 
chastisement that brought us 
p e a c e , a n d w i t h h i s 

wounds we are healed. 
Isaiah 53:5



Leader: Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all 
the people. For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is 
Christ the Lord. 

People: Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace among those with whom 
he is pleased! 

We come and worship “O Come, All Ye Faithful” 

  

O Come, All Ye Faithful
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TEXT: Latin hymn; Attr. to John Francis Wade, 1751; Tr. by Frederick Oakeley, 1841; alt.

TUNE (ADESTE FIDELES 6.6.10.5.6.ref.): John Francis Wade’s Cantus Diversi, 1751

 

Luke 2

Our coming to 
worship God is a 
response to his 

gracious coming 
to us in Jesus 

Christ. Only by his 
coming are we 

able or willing to 
come and 

worship. So every 
worship service 
starts with God 

calling us to come 
to him through 

Jesus Christ.

GOD SUMMONS US BY HIS GRACE 



 “Crown Him with Many Crowns” 
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Crown Him with Many Crowns
Words by Matthew Bridges 1851
Music by George J. Elvey 1868

 

And going into the 
house, they saw 

the child with Mary 
his mother, and 

they fell down and 
worshiped him. 

Matthew 2



God calls us to see that our sin that separates us from him 
Behold, the LORD’s hand is not shortened, that it cannot save, or his ear dull, that it 
cannot hear; but your iniquities have made a separation between you and your God, 
and your sins have hidden his face from you so that he does not hear… But the 
Redeemer will come to Zion, to those in Jacob who repent of their sins, declares the 
Lord. 

We repent and rest in the Redeemer who came at Christmas
We use this time in God’s presence to confess our sins and our need for God’s grace, silently, 

personally before him alone. We invite you to join us in sorrow over your sin 
and joy in his grace and mercy in Jesus Christ. 

God proclaims our redemption through the coming of Jesus Christ
Surely he has borne our griefs 
   and carried our sorrows; 
yet we esteemed him stricken, 
   smitten by God, and afflicted. 
But he was pierced for our transgressions; 
   he was crushed for our iniquities; 
upon him was the chastisement that brought us peace, 
   and with his wounds we are healed. 
All we like sheep have gone astray; 
   we have turned—every one—to his own way; 
and the LORD has laid on him 
   the iniquity of us all. 

redeem  
|riˈdēm| 

gain or regain 
possession of 
(something) in 
exchange for 

payment; buy back 

God is our 
redeemer, the one 

who bought us 
back from the 

wages of our sin 
(death) by paying 
those wages in the 
death of Christ. This 
is why Jesus came. 
This is the joy of 

Christmas.

GOD SANCTIFIES US BY HIS GRACE

Isaiah 59

Isaiah 53



We proclaim the coming of the Redeemer in the child lying in the manger 
 “Who is This, So Weak and Helpless” 
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Who Is This?
William Walsham How 1823-1897

Chris Miner

©1997 Christopher Miner Music.
Used by permission.  All rights reserved.

“Behold, you will 
conceive in your 

womb and bear a 
son, and you shall 

call his name 
Jesus. He will be 
great and will be 
called the Son of 
the Most High. 

And the Lord God 
will give to him the 
throne of his father 
David, and he will 

reign over the 
house of Jacob 

forever, and of his 
kingdom there will 

be no end.” 
Luke 1

 



  13Now when they had departed, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared 
to Joseph in a dream and said, “Rise, take the child and his mother, and flee 
to Egypt, and remain there until I tell you, for Herod is about to search for the 
child, to destroy him.” 14And he rose and took the child and his mother by 
night and departed to Egypt 15and remained there until the death of Herod. 
This was to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet, “Out of Egypt I 
called my son.” 

  16Then Herod, when he saw that he had been tricked by the wise men, 
became furious, and he sent and killed all the male children in Bethlehem 
and in all that region who were two years old or under, according to the time 
that he had ascertained from the wise men. 17Then was fulfilled what was 
spoken by the prophet Jeremiah: 

  18“A voice was heard in Ramah, 
   weeping and loud lamentation, 
  Rachel weeping for her children; 
   she refused to be comforted, because they are no more.” 

  19But when Herod died, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared in a 
dream to Joseph in Egypt, 20saying, “Rise, take the child and his mother and 
go to the land of Israel, for those who sought the child's life are dead.” 21And 
he rose and took the child and his mother and went to the land of Israel. 
22But when he heard that Archelaus was reigning over Judea in place of his 
father Herod, he was afraid to go there, and being warned in a dream he 
withdrew to the district of Galilee. 23And he went and lived in a city called 
Nazareth, so that what was spoken by the prophets might be fulfilled, that he 
would be called a Nazarene. 

 

Matthew 2:13–23

GOD SPEAKS WITH US BY HIS GRACE 

The Christian life is 
full of difficulties, 
full of pitfalls and 
snares. That is why 

we need the 
Scriptures. 

D. Martyn Lloyd-Jones



Sermon Mr. Paul Martin 
Why We Need Herod in Christmas 

The Little People of Christmas 

 

Paul Martin will be 
ordained and 

installed as a ruling 
elder of Free Grace 
today. An avid fly 

tyer (making 
artificial flies for 
fishing), Paul is a 

retired social 
worker who is 

always seeking to 
see what is going 

on in people’s 
hearts behind their 
words and actions.



We look to God in faith that all that he ordains is his plan in love to perfect and 
mature his people “Whate’er My God Ordains is Right”

 

& C Œ œ œ œ
2.
3.

1.

4.

What -
What -
What -
What -

e'er
e'er
e'er
e'er

my
my
my
my

œ œ œ œ
God
God
God
God

or -
or -
or -
or -

dains
dains
dains
dains

œ œ œ œ
is
is
is
is

right:
right:
right:
right:

˙ Ó

&5 Œ œ œ œ
ho -
he

though
here

ly
nev -
now
shall

his
er

this
my

œ œ œ œ
will
will
cup,
stand

a -
de -
in
be

.œ jœ ˙
bid -

ceive
drink -
tak -

eth;
me;
ing,
en;

!

&9 Œ œ œ œ
I

he
may

though

will
leads
bit -
sor -

be
me
ter

row,

œ œ œ œ
still
by

seem
need,

what -
the
to
or

e'er
prop -
my

death

œ œ œ œ
he
er

faint
be

does,
path;
heart,
mine,

˙ Ó

&13 Œ œ œ œ
and

I
I

yet

fol -
know
take

I

low
he
it,
am

œ œ œ œ
where
will
all
not

he
not
un -
for -

.œ jœ ˙
guid -
leave
shrink -

sak -

eth.
me.
ing.
en.

!

&17 Ó œ œ
He
I

My
My

˙ œ œ
is

take,
God
Fa -

my
con -
is

ther's

œ œ ˙
God;
tent,
true;
care

! Ó œ œ
though
what
each

is

˙ œ œ#
dark
he

morn
round

my
hath

a -
me

œ œ ˙
road,
sent;
new

there;

!

&25 Œ œ œ œ
he
his

sweet
he

holds
hand
com -
holds

me
can
fort
me

œ œ œ œ
that
turn
yet
that

I
my

shall
I

shall
griefs

fill
shall

œ œ œ œ
not
a -

my
not

fall:
way,
heart,
fall:

˙ Ó

&29 Œ œ œ œ
where -
and
and
and

fore
pa -

pain
so

to
tient -
and
to

œ œ œ œ œ
him
ly
sor -
him

I
I

row
I

leave
wait
shall
leave

it
his
de -
it

all.
day.
part.
all.

˙ Ó !

© 1998 David Braud Music
Used by permission. All rights reserved.

Whate’er My God Ordains Is Right
 Samuel Rodigast
 David Braud

Shall not the 
Judge of all the 
earth do what is 

just? 
Genesis 18



We look to God to lead and guide us, his Church, through every circumstance of 
life by the means he appoints and the officers he calls as we ordain Paul Martin 
and Ben Van Dyke to the office of Ruling Elder 

1. Do you believe the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments, as originally given, 
to be the inerrant Word of God, the only infallible rule of faith and practice? 

2. Do you sincerely receive and adopt the Confession of Faith and the Catechisms of 
this Church, as containing the system of doctrine taught in the Holy Scriptures; 
and do you further promise that if at any time you find yourself out of accord with 
any of the fundamentals of this system of doctrine, you will, on your own 
initiative, make known to your Session the change which has taken place in your 
views since the assumption of this ordination vow? 

3. Do you approve of the form of government and discipline of the Presbyterian 
Church in America, in conformity with the general principles of biblical polity? 

4. Do you accept the office of ruling elder in this church, and promise faithfully to 
perform all the duties thereof, and to endeavor by the grace of God to adorn the 
profession of the Gospel in your life, and to set a worthy example before the 
Church of which God has made you an officer? 

5. Do you promise subjection to your brethren in the Lord? 

6. Do you promise to strive for the purity, peace, unity and edification of the 
Church? 

Do you, the members of this church, acknowledge and receive this brother as a ruling 
elder, and do you promise to yield him all that honor, encouragement and obedience 
in the Lord to which his office, according to the Word of God and the Constitution of 
this Church, entitles him? 

We pray for the Church and her elders 
During this time we live in faith, trusting in the power of his grace, 

placing our lives and our church in his hands. 
We ask that he would work in us and through us for his glory. 

God works mightily in our lives through the pain of death as we proclaim the 
death of Jesus Christ through the celebration of the Lord’s Supper 
We celebrate God’s free grace to us in Jesus Christ by observing the Lord’s Supper each Sunday. 
We invite to the Lord’s Table all those who are baptized followers of Jesus Christ, under the 
authority of Christ and his body, the Church. By eating the bread and drinking the cup with us as a 
visitor, you are acknowledging to our church that you are in covenant with God. You also 
acknowledge that you are a sinner, without hope except in the sovereign mercy of God, and that 
you are trusting in Jesus Christ alone for your salvation. If you have any doubts about your 
participation, please speak to one of the elders after the service. Wine and bread are the 
elements of the supper as instituted by Jesus Christ and so we follow his example. 

Ordination is the 
authoritative 

admission of one 
duly called to an 

office in the 
Church of God.  
The Book of Church 

Order of the 
Presbyterian Church in 

America

GOD STRENGTHENS US BY HIS GRACE 

 



“It Came upon the Midnight Clear”

We give our tithes and offerings to God declaring that he is the one we serve 
We give our offerings to God as a public demonstration of our faith,  

putting our money where our mouths are. In this action we show what we claim,  
that our lives are organized around God and lived for him instead of ourselves.

It Came upon the Midnight Clear
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Trinity Hymnal 200

TEXT: Edmund H. Sears, 1850

TUNE (CAROL C.M.D.): Richard S. Willis, 1850

And the angel said 
to them, “Fear not, 
for behold, I bring 
you good news of 
great joy that will 

be for all the 
people. For unto 
you is born this 
day in the city of 
David a Savior, 

who is Christ the 
Lord.” 
Luke 2



We rejoice with all the earth that our King has come and that he rules the world 
with truth and grace “Joy to the World” 

 

GOD SENDS US WITH HIS GRACE

 

And I heard a 
loud voice from 

the throne saying, 
“Behold, the 

dwelling place of 
God is with man. 
He will dwell with 

them, and they will 
be his people, and 
God himself will be 
with them as their 
God. He will wipe 
away every tear 
from their eyes, 

and death shall be 
no more, neither 

shall there be 
mourning, nor 
crying, nor pain 
anymore, for the 

former things have 
passed away.”  

Revelation 21



We rest in his grace, content in all he gives
Leader: “My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness.” 

Therefore boast all the more gladly of your weaknesses, so that the power of 
Christ may rest upon you. For the sake of Christ, then, be content with 
weaknesses, insults, hardships, persecutions, and calamities. For when you 
are weak, then you are strong. 

People: Amen 
Please stay and join us for a time of refreshment and enjoying each other’s company. 

This is a time to share in life together as the gospel calls us 
as we reconnect with those we know and as we meet someone new. 

2 Corinthians 12
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Our Connections 
Free Grace is a congregation of 
the Presbyterian Church in 
America (PCA), a family of 
churches that seeks to be faithful 
to the Scriptures, true to the 
Reformed faith, and obedient to 
the Great Commission of Jesus 
Christ. 

Our Leadership 
Free Grace is lead by her elders, men 
called by God and set apart by the 
church to care and lead her as 
individual members, families, and as 
a whole. Our elders are: 

Rev. Per Almquist (pastor) 

Brian Cosgrove 
Paul Martin 
Ken Morris 
Ben Van Dyke

Welcome to Free Grace 
We are a broken church full of broken people. We know we need God’s free grace. Some 
of us have accepted this grace, some are exploring what it’s all about. All of us are still 
trying to understand it. We are a church that seeks to proclaim this free grace of God with 
both our words and our lives. Not satisfied with simply talking about it, we want to live it 
out. We invite you to come, explore, and live God’s free grace with us.



Do you see it? Herod must be in your 
nativities because Christmas is a gift, not 
for the rich, not for the well lit, not for the 
luminary, but for those who live broken by 
the darkness. Christmas is a song for the 

songless; a promise for the ones burned by 
broken promises; a dream for those who 

have resigned to never, ever, dream again. 
Zack Eswine 

Presbtyerian pastor



broken people 
bound together in Christ 

for God’s glory

207.513.1355 160 Canal St | Lewiston, ME 04240 http://www.freegrace.us


