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SOME THOUGHTS FOR REFLECTION:

New birth into God’s kingdom usually 
involves people as spiritual midwives. 

Will Metzger 
Presbyterian pastor and campus minister 

at the University of Delaware

The government of the Church of Christ has 
been so divinely constituted form the 
beginning that the Cross has been the 
way to victory, death the way to life. 

John Calvin 
16th century French-Swiss pastor and theologian

Kill us, torture us, condemn us, grind us to dust; your injustice 
is the proof that we are innocent… The oftener we are mown 
down by you, the more in number we grow; the blood of 
Christians is seed. 

Tertullian 
2nd-3rd century theologian

H e s a i d t o 
them, “It is not for you 

to know times or seasons that 
the Father has fixed by his own 

authority. But you will receive 
power when the Holy Spirit has 
come upon you, and you will be my 

witnesses in Jerusalem and in all 
Judea and Samaria, and to 

the end of the earth.” 
Acts 1:7-8

The chief agents in the expansion of Christianity 
appear not to have been those who made it a 

profession… but men and women who carried on their 
livelihood in some purely secular manner and spoke of 

their faith to those they met in this natural fashion. 
Kenneth Latourette 
20th century historian

No matter where members of the 
new community are, mission 

follows. 
Darrell Bock 

NT scholar

But Joseph said to 
them, “Do not fear, for am 

I in the place of God? As for 
you, you meant evil against me, 
but God meant it for good, to 
bring it about that many 

people should be kept alive, 
as they are today.” 

Genesis 50:19–20

N o w w h o i s 
there to harm you if you 

are zealous for what is good? 
But even if you should suffer for 

righteousness' sake, you will be blessed. 
Have no fear of them, nor be troubled, but 

in your hearts honor Christ the Lord as holy, 
always being prepared to make a defense to 
anyone who asks you for a reason for the hope 
that is in you; yet do it with gentleness and 
respect, having a good conscience, so that, 
when you are slandered, those who revile 

your good behavior in Christ may be put 
to shame. For it is better to suffer for 

doing good, if that should be 
God's will, than for doing evil. 

1 Peter 3:13–17



Leader: Oh sing to the LORD, all the earth! Sing to the LORD, bless his name; tell of 
his salvation from day to day. Declare his glory among the nations, his 
marvelous works among all the peoples! 

People: For great is the LORD, and greatly to be praised; he is to be feared above all 
gods. 

Leader: For all the gods of the peoples are worthless idols, but the LORD made the 
heavens. 

People: Splendor and majesty are before him; strength and beauty are in his 
sanctuary. 

Leader: Ascribe to the LORD, O families of the peoples, ascribe to the LORD glory 
and strength! Ascribe to the LORD the glory due his name; bring an offering, 
and come into his courts! 

People: Worship the LORD in the splendor of holiness; tremble before him, all the 
earth! 

We declare the glory of God, confessing his might 
 “God, My King, Thy Might Confessing” 
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God, My King, Thy Might Confessing

 

Psalm 96

God calls us to 
worship him by 
reminding us of 

his glory. When we 
truly accept who 
he is, we have no 

choice but to 
respond in 
worship.

GOD SUMMONS US BY HIS GRACE 



 “O for a Thousand Tongues” 
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O For a Thousand Tongues to Sing

 

Sing praises to the 
LORD, who sits 

enthroned in Zion! 
Tell among the 

peoples his 
deeds! 
Psalm 9



God calls us to know ourselves, to see our failure to know and receive him 
Hear, O heavens, and give ear, O earth; for the LORD has spoken… “Children have I 
reared and brought up, but they have rebelled against me. The ox knows its owner, 
and the donkey its master's crib, but Israel does not know, my people do not 
understand.”… The true light, which gives light to everyone, was coming into the 
world. He was in the world, and the world was made through him, yet the world did 
not know him. He came to his own, and his own people did not receive him. 

We cry out for God to show us our sin “Come, Holy Spirit, Come”

God declares his never dying love
By this we know love, that he laid down his life for us…In this the love of God was 
made manifest among us, that God sent his only Son into the world, so that we might 
live through him. In this is love, not that we have loved God but that he loved us and 
sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins. 
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Come, Holy Spirit, Come
Words: Joseph Hart

Music: H. Ring, J. Paris, & B. Almquist

Pageant Music 2012

Nevertheless, I tell 
you the truth: it is 
to your advantage 
that I go away, for 
if I do not go away, 
the Helper will not 
come to you. But if 

I go, I will send 
him to you. And 
when he comes, 

he will convict the 
world concerning 

sin and 
righteousness and 

judgment. 
John 16

GOD SANCTIFIES US BY HIS GRACE

Isaiah 1 
John 1

1 John 3, 4



We rejoice in God’s love made visible “Thine Be the Glory” 

 

“Death is 
swallowed up in 

victory.” 
“O death, where is 

your victory? 
O death, where is 

your sting?” 
  
The sting of death 

is sin, and the 
power of sin is the 
law. But thanks be 
to God, who gives 

us the victory 
through our Lord 

Jesus Christ. 
1 Corinthians 15

 



1And Saul approved of his execution. 

And there arose on that day a great persecution against the church in 
Jerusalem, and they were all scattered throughout the regions of Judea and 
Samaria, except the apostles. 2Devout men buried Stephen and made great 
lamentation over him. 3But Saul was ravaging the church, and entering house 
after house, he dragged off men and women and committed them to prison. 

4Now those who were scattered went about preaching the word. 5Philip went 
down to the city of Samaria and proclaimed to them the Christ. 6And the 
crowds with one accord paid attention to what was being said by Philip, 
when they heard him and saw the signs that he did. 7For unclean spirits, 
crying out with a loud voice, came out of many who had them, and many 
who were paralyzed or lame were healed. 8So there was much joy in that 
city. 

Sermon Rev. Per Almquist 
Gossiping the Good News 

The Church that God Built 

 

Acts 8:1-8

GOD SPEAKS WITH US BY HIS GRACE 

Preaching exists, 
not for the 

propagating of 
views, opinions 

and ideals, but for 
the proclamation 
of the mighty acts 

of God. 
James Stewart



We gossip the good news, proclaiming Christ in all of life “Lift High the Name of Jesus”
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Lift High the Name of Jesus
Keith & Kristyn Getty,

Fionan de Barra, Ed Cash

2013 Getty Music, Fionan de Barra and Alletrop Music

 

And Jesus came 
and said to them, 
“All authority in 
heaven and on 
earth has been 
given to me. Go 

therefore and 
make disciples of 

all nations, 
baptizing them in 
the name of the 

Father and of the 
Son and of the 

Holy Spirit, 
teaching them to 
observe all that I 

have commanded 
you. And behold, I 

am with you 
always, to the end 

of the age.” 
Matthew 28



We celebrate the Lord’s Supper proclaiming the death of Christ until he comes 
again 
We celebrate God’s free grace to us in Jesus Christ by observing the Lord’s Supper each Sunday. 
We invite to the Lord’s Table all those who are baptized followers of Jesus Christ, under the 
authority of Christ and his body, the Church. By eating the bread and drinking the cup with us as a 
visitor, you are acknowledging to our church that you are in covenant with God. You also 
acknowledge that you are a sinner, without hope except in the sovereign mercy of God, and that 
you are trusting in Jesus Christ alone for your salvation. If you have any doubts about your 
participation, please speak to one of the elders after the service. Wine and bread are the 
elements of the supper as instituted by Jesus Christ and so we follow his example. 

 1 Corinthians 15:1–4, 20-28 
Now I would remind you, brothers, of the gospel I preached to you, which you 
received, in which you stand, and by which you are being saved, if you hold fast to 
the word I preached to you—unless you believed in vain. 

For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also received: that Christ died for 
our sins in accordance with the Scriptures, that he was buried, that he was raised on 
the third day in accordance with the Scriptures… 

Christ has been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep. 
For as by a man came death, by a man has come also the resurrection of the dead. For 
as in Adam all die, so also in Christ shall all be made alive. But each in his own order: 
Christ the firstfruits, then at his coming those who belong to Christ. Then comes the 
end, when he delivers the kingdom to God the Father after destroying every rule and 
every authority and power. For he must reign until he has put all his enemies under 
his feet. The last enemy to be destroyed is death. For “God has put all things in 
subjection under his feet.” But when it says, “all things are put in subjection,” it is 
plain that he is excepted who put all things in subjection under him. When all things 
are subjected to him, then the Son himself will also be subjected to him who put all 
things in subjection under him, that God may be all in all. 

 

GOD STRENGTHENS US BY HIS GRACE 

The Lord’s Supper 
sets before us 

Christ crucified, 
who in the 
sacrament 

conveys to our 
faith all the 
blessings 

contained in the 
giving of his life 
for those who 

believe.



We give our tithes and offerings to God as a way of proclaiming Christ with our 
lives 

We give our offerings to God as a public demonstration of our faith,  
putting our money where our mouths are. In this action we show what we claim,  
that our lives are organized around God and lived for him instead of ourselves.

We come to God praying that his kingdom would come, that he would work in us 
and through us to proclaim his glory  

During this time we live in faith, trusting in the power of his grace, 
placing our lives and our church in his hands. 

We ask that he would work in us and through us for his glory. 

In your prayer, 
beware above 
everything of 

limiting God, not 
only by unbelief 
but by fancying 
that you know 

what He can do. 
Expect 

unexpected 
things, above all 
that we ask or 

think. Each time 
you intercede, be 

quiet first and 
worship God in 

His glory. Think of 
what He can do…
and expect great 

things. 
Andrew Murray

 



We cry out that God would use us so that every one might know his name  
 “Let Your Kingdom Come” 

�

God declares his promise that he has made us his kingdom, priests for his glory
Leader: Grace to you and peace from him who is and who was and who is to come, 

and from the seven spirits who are before his throne, and from Jesus Christ 
the faithful witness, the firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of kings on earth. 
To him who loves us and has freed us from our sins by his blood and made 
us a kingdom, priests to his God and Father, to him be glory and dominion 
forever and ever. 

People: Amen 
Please stay and join us for a time of refreshment and enjoying each other’s company. 

This is a time to share in life together as the gospel calls us 
as we reconnect with those we know and as we meet someone new. 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Let Your Kingdom Come
Based on the Valley of Vision prayer "God's Cause"

Bob Kauflin

2006 Sovereign Grace Praise

 

GOD SENDS US WITH HIS GRACE 

Revelation 1

Pray then like this: 
“Our Father in 

heaven, hallowed 
be your name.Your 

kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as it is in 

heaven.” 
Matthew 6
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Our Connections 
Free Grace is a congregation of 
the Presbyterian Church in 
America (PCA), a family of 
churches that seeks to be faithful 
to the Scriptures, true to the 
Reformed faith, and obedient to 
the Great Commission of Jesus 
Christ. 

Our Leadership 
Free Grace is lead by her elders, men 
called by God and set apart by the 
church to care and lead her as 
individual members, families, and as 
a whole. Our elders are: 

Rev. Per Almquist (pastor) 

Brian Cosgrove 
Ken Morris

Welcome to Free Grace 
We are a broken church full of broken people. We know we need God’s free grace. Some 
of us have accepted this grace, some are exploring what it’s all about. All of us are still 
trying to understand it. We are a church that seeks to proclaim this free grace of God with 
both our words and our lives. Not satisfied with simply talking about it, we want to live it 
out. We invite you to come, explore, and live God’s free grace with us.



Telling the good news of Christ 
should be as natural and pervasive 
as telling the good news of your 

child/grandchild’s birth or winning 
the lottery.



broken people 
bound together in Christ 

for God’s glory
207.513.1355 160 Canal St | Lewiston, ME 04240 http://www.freegrace.us


