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SOME THOUGHTS FOR REFLECTION:

For our “[church] services” both in their conduct and in our
power to participate, are merely attempts at worship; never
fully successful, often 99.9 per cent failures, sometimes total
failures. We are not riders but pupils in the riding school; for
most of us the falls and bruises, the aching muscles and the
severity of the exercise, far outweigh those few moments in
which we were, to our own astonishment, actually galloping

without terror and without disaster.
C.S. Lewis

20th century British apologist, professor, literary critic,

and author of The Chronicles of Narnia

There is no such thing as not

worshipping. Everybody

worships. The only choice

we get is what to worship.
David Foster Wallace

Ascribe to
the LORD, O
families of the peoples,
ascribe to the LORD glory
and strength! Ascribe to the
LORD the glory due his name;
bring an offering, and come
into his courts! Worship the
LORD in the splendor of
holiness; tremble before

him, all the earth!
Psalm 96:7-9

Shout for joy to God,
all the earth; sing the glory
of his name; give to him
glorious praise! Say to God,
"How awesome are your deeds! So

tmod it 1
postmodern writer great is your power that your

enemies come cringing to you. All
the earth worships you and sings
praises to you; they sing

praises to your name.”
Psalm 66:1-4

And the four living
creatures, each of them with six
wings, are full of eyes all around and
within, and day and night they never cease
to say, “Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord God
Almighty, who was and is and is to come!”
And whenever the living creatures give glory and
honor and thanks to him who is seated on the
throne, who lives forever and ever, the twenty-four
elders fall down before him who is seated on the
throne and worship him who lives forever and
ever. They cast their crowns before the throne,
saying, “Worthy are you, our Lord and God, to
receive glory and honor and power, for
you created all things, and by your will

they existed and were created.”
Revelation 4:8-11

The way of discipleship that
begins in an act of repentance
concludes in a life of praise.

Eugene Peterson
Presbyterian pastor and author

How is it possible that an
encounter with a majestic,
awesome living God could ever be

considered boring by anyone? God is
not dull. If worship is boring to us it is
not because God is boring.
R.C. Sproul

Presbyterian theologian
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GOD SUMMONS US BY HIS GRACE

What is man’s primary purpose?

To glorify God and enjoy him forever.

So make a joyful noise to the LORD, all the earth Serve the LORD with
gladness! Come into his presence with singing! Know that the LORD, he is
God!

It is he who made us, and we are his; we are his people, and the sheep of
his pasture.

Enter his gates with thanksgiving, and his courts with praise! Give thanks to
him; bless his name!

For the LORD is good; his steadfast love endures forever, and his
faithfulness to all generations.

We come into his presence with singing, knowing that the Lord is God

“All People that on Earth do Dwell”
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Westminster Shorter
Catechism #1
Psalm 100

It is the joy of
God's people to
sing praises to
him. There is none
like him and one
day his glory will
be clearly seen
and all people will
come and worship
him,
acknowledging
that he alone is
God. Our worship
this morning is a
taste of that day.



Praise the LORD!
Praise the LORD, O
my soul! | will
praise the LORD
as long as | live; |
will sing praises to
my God while |
have my being.
Psalm 146

“Hallelujah, Praise Jehovah”
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GOD SANCTIFIES US BY HIS GRACE

God reminds us of who we are
"None is righteous, no, not one; no one understands; no one seeks for God. All have
turned aside; together they have become worthless; no one does good, not even
one."... for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God...But...we have an
advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous. He is the propitiation for our sins,
and not for ours only but also for the sins of the whole world.

We confess that we are not righteous for we have sinned
We use this time in God’s presence to confess our sins and our need for God'’s grace, silently,
personally before him alone. We invite you to join us in sorrow over your sin
and joy in his grace and mercy in Jesus Christ.

God declares that the One who is righteous took our sin once for all
As it is, Christ has appeared once for all at the end of the ages to put away sin by the
sacrifice of himself... And every priest stands daily at his service, offering repeatedly
the same sacrifices, which can never take away sins. But when Christ had offered for
all time a single sacrifice for sins, he sat down at the right hand of God... For by a
single offering he has perfected for all time those who are being sanctified.

Romans 3
1 John 2

propitiation
|pra,pi sh &'a sh an|
the sacrifice that
bears, and

exhausts, the wrath
of God for sin

Hebrews 9 & 10



We rest in the finished work of Jesus Christ “It is Finished”
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Hal-le-1lu - jah, hal-le-lu - jah, glo-ry to the bleed-ing Lamb!

Hal-le-1lu - jah, hal-le - lu - jah, glo-ry to the bleed-ing Lamb!



GOD SPEAKS WITH US BY HIS GRACE

A Psalm for giving thanks.

"Make a joyful noise to the LORD, all the earth! Psalm 100
2 Serve the LORD with gladness!
Come into his presence with singing!

3Know that the LORD, he is God!
It is he who made us, and we are his;
we are his people, and the sheep of his pasture.

4Enter his gates with thanksgiving,
and his courts with praise!
Give thanks to him; bless his name!

5For the LORD is good;
his steadfast love endures forever,
and his faithfulness to all generations.

4...and | began to weep loudly because no one was found worthy to
open the scroll or to look into it. SAnd one of the elders said to me, “Weep Revelation 5:4_14
no more; behold, the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the Root of David, has
conquered, so that he can open the scroll and its seven seals.”

6And between the throne and the four living creatures and among the
elders | saw a Lamb standing, as though it had been slain, with seven horns
and with seven eyes, which are the seven spirits of God sent out into all the
earth. 7And he went and took the scroll from the right hand of him who was
seated on the throne. 8And when he had taken the scroll, the four living
creatures and the twenty-four elders fell down before the Lamb, each holding
a harp, and golden bowls full of incense, which are the prayers of the saints.
9And they sang a new song, saying,

"
Worthy are you to take the scroll Preaching is ot

and to open its seals, about eloquence
for you were slain, and by your blood you ransomed people for God or entertainment.
from every tribe and language and people and nation, Preaching is letting

God's Word loose,
so that by its
power it changes
our lives.

10and you have made them a kingdom and priests to our God,
and they shall reign on the earth.”

"Then | looked, and I heard around the throne and the living creatures
and the elders the voice of many angels, numbering myriads of myriads and
thousands of thousands, 12saying with a loud voice,

“Worthy is the Lamb who was slain,
to receive power and wealth and wisdom and might
and honor and glory and blessing!”



Rev. Mark Weathers
pastors Providence
Presbyterian
Church in Concord,
NC. Prior to this, he
and his wife served
as missionaries in
Guayaquil,
Ecuador. Rev.
Weathers enjoys
teaching, art,
cooking with his
wife, and hiking in
the mountains with
his family.

13And | heard every creature in heaven and on earth and under the earth
and in the sea, and all that is in them, saying,

“To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb
be blessing and honor and glory and might forever and ever!”

4And the four living creatures said, “Amen!” and the elders fell down
and worshiped.

Sermon Rev. Mark Weathers
Imperative Praise



We respond to God the only way that is fitting: singing his praise

“O for a Thousand Tongues”
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The sacraments
are reminders of
the historical
reality of Christ's
redemption. They
embody
concretely the
reality of our
faith... By faith the
sacraments
present to our
senses the touch
of the unseen, the
foretaste of
heaven's feast with

the Lord.
Edmund Clowney

GOD STRENGTHENS US BY HIS GRACE

We get a foretaste of the heavenly feast, praising God as we celebrate the Lord’s

Supper

We celebrate God's free grace to us in Jesus Christ by observing the Lord’s Supper each Sunday.
We invite to the Lord’s Table all those who are baptized followers of Jesus Christ, under the
authority of Christ and his body, the Church. By eating the bread and drinking the cup with us as a
visitor, you are acknowledging to our church that you are in covenant with God. You also
acknowledge that you are a sinner, without hope except in the sovereign mercy of God, and that
you are trusting in Jesus Christ alone for your salvation. If you have any doubts about your
participation, please speak to one of the elders after the service. Wine and bread are the
elements of the supper as instituted by Jesus Christ and so we follow his example.

Hebrews 10:11-14
And every priest stands daily at his service, offering repeatedly the same
sacrifices, which can never take away sins. But when Christ had offered for all
time a single sacrifice for sins, he sat down at the right hand of God, waiting
from that time until his enemies should be made a footstool for his feet. For by
a single offering he has perfected for all time those who are being sanctified.

Revelation 5:6-14
And between the throne and the four living creatures and among the elders

| saw a Lamb standing, as though it had been slain, with seven horns and with
seven eyes, which are the seven spirits of God sent out into all the earth. And
he went and took the scroll from the right hand of him who was seated on the
throne. And when he had taken the scroll, the four living creatures and the
twenty-four elders fell down before the Lamb, each holding a harp, and
golden bowls full of incense, which are the prayers of the saints. And they sang
a new song, saying,

“Worthy are you to take the scroll
and to open its seals,

for you were slain, and by your blood you ransomed people for God
from every tribe and language and people and nation,

and you have made them a kingdom and priests to our God,
and they shall reign on the earth.”

Then I looked, and | heard around the throne and the living creatures and
the elders the voice of many angels, numbering myriads of myriads and
thousands of thousands, saying with a loud voice,

“Worthy is the Lamb who was slain,
to receive power and wealth and wisdom and might
and honor and glory and blessing!”

And | heard every creature in heaven and on earth and under the earth and
in the sea, and all that is in them, saying,

“To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb
be blessing and honor and glory and might forever and ever!”

And the four living creatures said, “Amen!” and the elders fell down and
worshiped.



“Before the Throne of God Above”
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For we do not have
a high priest who is
unable to
sympathize with
our weaknesses,
but one who in
every respect has
been tempted as
we are, yet without
sin. Let us then with
confidence draw
near to the throne
of grace, that we
may receive mercy
and find grace to
help in time of

need.
Hebrews 4



We join the heavenly chorus of praise as we give our tithes and offerings to God
We give our offerings to God as a public demonstration of our faith,
putting our money where our mouths are. In this action we show what we claim,
that our lives are organized around God and lived for him instead of ourselves.

We cry out to God in praise, coming to him in prayer that we may live a life of
praise
During this time we live in faith, trusting in the power of his grace,
placing our lives and our church in his hands.
We ask that he would work in us and through us for his glory.

True Christian
prayer is always a
preoccupation
with God and his

glory.
John Stott



GOD SENDS US WITH HIS GRACE

We enter his courts with praise for the Lamb who was slain

“Crown Him with Many Crowns”
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God renews the promise of his presence with his people

Leader: The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of
the Holy Spirit be with you all.

People: Amen

Please stay and join us for a time of refreshment and enjoying each other’s company.
This is a time to share in life together as the gospel calls us
as we reconnect with those we know and as we meet someone new.

And whenever
the living creatures
give glory and
honor and thanks
to him who is
seated on the
throne, who lives
forever and ever,
the twenty-four
elders fall down
before him who is
seated on the
throne and worship
him who lives
forever and ever.
They cast their
crowns before the
throne, saying,
“Worthy are you,
our Lord and God,
to receive glory
and honor and

power...
Revelation 4

2 Corinthians 13
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Welcome to Free Grace

We are a broken church full of broken people. We know we need God’s free grace. Some
of us have accepted this grace, some are exploring what it’s all about. All of us are still
trying to understand it. We are a church that seeks to proclaim this free grace of God with
both our words and our lives. Not satisfied with simply talking about it, we want to live it
out. We invite you to come, explore, and live God’s free grace with us.

Our Connections Our Leadership
Free Grace is a congregation of | Free Grace is lead by her elders, men

the Presbyterian Church in | called by God and set apart by the
America (PCA), a family of church to care and lead her as
churches that seeks to be faithful individual members, families, and as
to the Scriptures, true to the | awhole. Our elders are:

%‘

Reformed faith, and obedient to Rev. Per Almquist (pastor)
the Great Commission of Jesus Brian Cosgrove
Christ. Ken Morris
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The true reality of our praise is not how
loudly we sing at church, but how we
live when we are not at church.



broken people
bound together in Christ
for Gods glory

207.513.1355 160 Canal St | Lewiston, ME 04240 http://www.freegrace.us



