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SOME THOUGHTS FOR REFLECTION:

The secret was that they knew God. 
Martyn Lloyd-Jones 

20th century Welsh preacher

It is the church that is willing to die to worldly 
standards that will know the power of Christ’s 
resurrection. It may be envied for its depth of 
loving relationships, or for its spontaneous joy. 
It may be hated and persecuted for its 

revolutionary lifestyle, exposing the hollow 
values and destructive selfishness of the society it 

seeks to serve: but it certainly cannot be ignored. 
A. W. Tozer 

20th century pastor and author

It is not wrong, of course, to ask God to 
remove hardship, suffering, or trial (cf. 2 
Cor. 12:8). Sometimes, however, the 
Lord in his wisdom and goodness, sees 
fit to call his children to undergo 
protracted trials. How do we pray then? 
We should pray that God would equip 
us for and make us faithful in all that he 
has called us to be and to do. 

Guy Prentiss Waters 
NT scholar

… a n d t a k e t h e 
helmet of salvation, and the 

sword of the Spirit, which is the 
word of God, praying at all times in the 

Spirit, with all prayer and supplication. To 
that end, keep alert with all perseverance, 
making supplication for all the saints, and 
also for me, that words may be given to me 
in opening my mouth boldly to proclaim 

the mystery of the gospel, for which I am 
an ambassador in chains, that I may 

declare it boldly, as I ought to 
speak. 

Ephesians 6:17–20

And Hezekiah prayed to 
the LORD: “O LORD of hosts, 

God of Israel, enthroned above the 
cherubim, you are the God, you alone, of all 

the kingdoms of the earth; you have made 
heaven and earth. Incline your ear, O LORD, and 

hear; open your eyes, O LORD, and see; and hear 
all the words of Sennacherib, which he has sent to 
mock the living God. Truly, O LORD, the kings of 
Assyria have laid waste all the nations and their 
lands, and have cast their gods into the fire. For 
they were no gods, but the work of men's hands, 

wood and stone. Therefore they were 
destroyed. So now, O LORD our God, save 

us from his hand, that all the kingdoms 
of the earth may know that you 

alone are the LORD.”  
Isaiah 37:15–20

All these with one 
accord were devoting 

themselves to prayer, together 
with the women and Mary the 

mother of Jesus, and his brothers…
And they devoted themselves to 
the apostles' teaching and the 

fellowship, to the breaking of 
bread and the prayers. 

Acts 1:14, 2:42

In a time of threat, prayer can be a rediscovery 
of the sovereign God who wins by letting our 
opponents win and then transforming the 
expected result. This rediscovery can keep 
God’s witnesses faithful in spite of threats. 

Robert Tannehill 
NT scholar



Elder: Remember to extol God’s work, of which men have sung. All mankind has 
looked on it; man beholds it from afar. 

People: Behold, God is great, and we know him not; the number of his years is 
unsearchable. 

Elder: For he draws up the drops of water; they distill his mist in rain, which the 
skies pour down and drop on mankind abundantly. Can anyone understand 
the spreading of the clouds, the thunderings of his pavilion? Behold, he 
scatters his lightning about him and covers the roots of the sea. 

People: For by these he judges peoples; he gives food in abundance. He covers his 
hands with the lightning and commands it to strike the mark. Its crashing 
declares his presence; the cattle also declare that he rises. 

We proclaim the greatness of our God “Immortal, Invisible” 
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Immortal, Invisible,
God Only Wise Words by Walter Smith

Traditional Welsh melody

 

Job 36

We worship 
because it is what 
we were made to 
do. At no other 

time are we more 
human, more 

alive, more 
complete than 

when we 
approach our God 
in the wonder of 

who he is.

GOD SUMMONS US BY HIS GRACE 



God declares what he requires and our failure to do it 
And now, Israel, what does the LORD your God require of you, but to fear the LORD 
your God, to walk in all his ways, to love him, to serve the LORD your God with all 
your heart and with all your soul, and to keep the commandments and statutes of the 
LORD...? Behold, to the LORD your God belong heaven and the heaven of heavens, 
the earth with all that is in it. 

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.  If we 
confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness. If we say we have not sinned, we make him a liar, and his word is 
not in us…And by this we know that we have come to know him, if we keep his 
commandments. Whoever says “I know him” but does not keep his commandments is 
a liar, and the truth is not in him, but whoever keeps his word, in him truly the love of 
God is perfected. 

We confess the truth: our sin
O God of grace, 
in Jesus Christ you have become our sin 

that we might become your righteousness. 
You have clothed us with a bridegroom’s robe, 
and decked us with jewels of holiness. 

But in our Christian walk we are still in rags; 
our best prayers are stained with sin; 
our penitential tears are so much impurity; 
our confessions of wrong are so many aggravations of sin. 

We repent of our repentance. 

We have no robe to bring to cover our sins, 
no loom to weave our own righteousness; 

We stand always clothed in filthy garments, 
and by grace are always receiving a change of raiment. 

We continually go into the far country, 
always returning home as prodigals, 
always saying, “Father, forgive me,” 
and you are always bringing forth the best robe, 
the robe of Christ’s righteousness. 

Every morning let us wear it, 
every evening return in it, 
go out to the day’s work in it, 
be married in it, 
be found in death in it, 
stand before the great white throne in it, 
and enter heaven in it shining as the sun. 

Deuteronomy 10

GOD SANCTIFIES US BY HIS GRACE

1 John 1, 2

A full prayer of 
confession 

acknowledges that 
our sin is more 
than an isolated 
example of bad 
judgment; it is a 
way of life. Sin is 
our response to 

God—fleeing from 
him and running 
to other things. 
We confess that 

we are sinful 
people, and we 
live in need of a 

Savior.



Thank you, Father, for the celebration that attends 
our being found by your grace. 

May we rejoice with you 
at the finding of each lost sheep, 
each lost coin, 
at every prodigal that comes home 
and receives new raiment from you. 

Draw us into that heavenly celebration 
through Jesus Christ, 
the good shepherd who found us. 

Amen. 

God declares his mercy and grace displayed in love in Jesus Christ
The LORD is merciful and gracious, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast 
love. He will not always chide, nor will he keep his anger forever. He does not 
deal with us according to our sins, nor repay us according to our iniquities. For 
as high as the heavens are above the earth, so great is his steadfast love toward 
those who fear him; as far as the east is from the west, so far does he remove our 
transgressions from us… For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, 
that whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal life.

 

As we confess our 
sins to him God 

shows the depth of 
his love for us by 

reminding us of his 
answer for our sin—

Jesus Christ. His 
coming to us—his 
birth, his life, his 
death, and his 

resurrection—are 
the ultimate 

display of love.

Psalm 103 
John 3



We fall down at the feet of the Lamb, the love of God for us made visible 
 “Poor Sinner, Dejected with Fear” 
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Poor Sinner, Dejected With Fear
William Gadsby

Katy Bowser & Matthew Perryman Jones

2001 MPJ Music/Velveteen Songs

The Bible says that 
all people are 
sinners, fleeing 

from God. But in 
Jesus Christ we 
find peace and 
healing. In his 

death on the cross, 
he took our sin 

and paid the price 
for it. And so we 
come to him in 
faith, confessing 
our sin and need 

for him, trusting in 
his death alone to 

bring us life.

 



 “Praise the Savior, Now and Ever” 
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Praise the Savior, Now and Ever

©2006 Cardiphonia Music 

Venantius Fortunatus 530-609
tr. Augustus Nelson 1863-1949
William Moore 1825

 

Who is to 
condemn? Christ 
Jesus is the one 
who died—more 

than that, who was 
raised—who is at 
the right hand of 
God, who indeed 
is interceding for 

us. 
Romans 8



23When they were released, they went to their friends and reported what the 
chief priests and the elders had said to them. 24And when they heard it, they 
lifted their voices together to God and said, “Sovereign Lord, who made the 
heaven and the earth and the sea and everything in them, 25who through the 
mouth of our father David, your servant, said by the Holy Spirit, 

 “‘Why did the Gentiles rage, 
  and the peoples plot in vain? 
 26The kings of the earth set themselves, 
  and the rulers were gathered together, 
  against the Lord and against his Anointed’— 

27for truly in this city there were gathered together against your holy servant 
Jesus, whom you anointed, both Herod and Pontius Pilate, along with the 
Gentiles and the peoples of Israel, 28to do whatever your hand and your plan 
had predestined to take place. 29And now, Lord, look upon their threats and 
grant to your servants to continue to speak your word with all boldness, 
30while you stretch out your hand to heal, and signs and wonders are 
performed through the name of your holy servant Jesus.” 31And when they 
had prayed, the place in which they were gathered together was shaken, and 
they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and continued to speak the word of 
God with boldness. 

Sermon Rev. Per Almquist 
When the Going Gets Tough 

The Church that God Built 

Acts 4:23-31

GOD SPEAKS WITH US BY HIS GRACE 

 

Scripture is the 
ongoing rapport 
between heaven 

and earth, between 
Christ and his 

church, between 
God and his 

children. It does not 
just tie us to the 

past; it binds us to 
the living Lord in 
the heavens. It is 
the living voice 

God. 
Herman Bavinck



We seek God that we may see him sovereign and active, working his glory in us 
in every situation “Our God, Our Help in Ages Past” 
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Our God, Our Help In Ages Past (Psalm 90)
Isaac Watts 1719
William Croft 1678-1727

Lord, you have 
been our dwelling 

place in all 
generations. 
Before the 

mountains were 
brought forth, or 

ever you had 
formed the earth 
and the world, 

from everlasting to 
everlasting you 

are God. 
Psalm 90



We live boldly, resting in our sovereign God as we give our tithes and offerings 
to him

We give our offerings to God as a public demonstration of our faith,  
putting our money where our mouths are. In this action we show what we claim,  
that our lives are organized around God and lived for him instead of ourselves. 

We seek God that we may see him in every circumstance and that he would 
enable us to live boldly and faithfully for his glory 

During this time we live in faith, trusting in the power of his grace, 
placing our lives and our church in his hands. 

We ask that he would work in us and through us for his glory. Prayer is the 
acknowledgment 

of God’s 
sovereignty and of 
our dependence 
on Him to act on 

our behalf. 
Jerry Bridges

GOD STRENGTHENS US BY HIS GRACE



God responds to our seeking him in Jesus with his presence in the Lord’s Supper 
We celebrate God’s free grace to us in Jesus Christ by observing the Lord’s Supper each Sunday. 
We invite to the Lord’s Table all those who are baptized followers of Jesus Christ, under the 
authority of Christ and his body, the Church. By eating the bread and drinking the cup with us as a 
visitor, you are acknowledging to our church that you are in covenant with God. You also 
acknowledge that you are a sinner, without hope except in the sovereign mercy of God, and that 
you are trusting in Jesus Christ alone for your salvation. If you have any doubts about your 
participation, please speak to one of the elders after the service. Wine and bread are the 
elements of the supper as instituted by Jesus Christ and so we follow his example. 
 “It is Well with My Soul” 

 

A sacrament is a 
sign of 

participation in 
saving grace. It 

marks the 
presence and work 

of God in those 
who seek him 
through Jesus 
Christ enabling 

them to live boldly 
and faithfully for 

him.

It Is Well with My Soul
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TUNE (VILLE DU HAVRE 11.8.11.9.ref.): Philip P. Bliss, 1876



We rest in the never failing love of our sovereign Lord at work 
  “His Love Can Never Fail”

�

God declares he is active, working in us for his glory in the face of every 
circumstance

Leader: [And he says to you] “My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made 
perfect in weakness.” Therefore boast all the more gladly of your weaknesses, 
so that the power of Christ may rest upon you. For the sake of Christ, then, be 
content with weaknesses, insults, hardships, persecutions, and calamities. 
For when you are weak, then you are strong. 

People: Amen 
Please stay and join us for a time of refreshment and enjoying each other’s company. 

This is a time to share in life together as the gospel calls us 
as we reconnect with those we know and as we meet someone new. 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His Love Can Never Fail
Words by E.S. Hall

Music by Chris Miner

©2004 Christopher Miner Music.
Used by permission.  All rights reserved.

GOD SENDS US WITH HIS GRACE 

 

2 Corinthians 12

I have loved you 
with an everlasting 

love; therefore I 
have continued 

my faithfulness to 
you. 

Jeremiah 31 
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Our Connections 
Free Grace is a congregation of 
the Presbyterian Church in 
America (PCA), a family of 
churches that seeks to be faithful 
to the Scriptures, true to the 
Reformed faith, and obedient to 
the Great Commission of Jesus 
Christ. 

Our Leadership 
Free Grace is lead by her elders, men 
called by God and set apart by the 
church to care and lead her as 
individual members, families, and as 
a whole. Our elders are: 

Rev. Per Almquist (pastor) 

Brian Cosgrove 
Ken Morris

Welcome to Free Grace 
We are a broken church full of broken people. We know we need God’s free grace. Some 
of us have accepted this grace, some are exploring what it’s all about. All of us are still 
trying to understand it. We are a church that seeks to proclaim this free grace of God with 
both our words and our lives. Not satisfied with simply talking about it, we want to live it 
out. We invite you to come, explore, and live God’s free grace with us.



The apostles’ response to struggles: 
to seek God, because they saw him 
at work, that they may live faithfully 
for him. My response to struggles: to 

seek God, so that I can complain, 
because I can’t see him at work 
taking it all away that I have a 

comfortable life.



broken people 
bound together in Christ 

for God’s glory

207.513.1355 160 Canal St | Lewiston, ME 04240 http://www.freegrace.us


