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SOME THOUGHTS FOR REFLECTION:

When God speaks, it is the voice of Satan
that asks, "Hath God said?" The voice of
man made in God's image must be,
"Speak, Lord, for thy servant heareth!"

Edmund Clowney
Presbyterian pastor and theologian

Moreover,
the altar at Bethel, the high
place erected by Jeroboam the son
of Nebat, who made Israel to sin, that
altar with the high place he pulled down and
burned, reducing it to dust. He also burned the
Asherah. And as Josiah turned, he saw the tombs
there on the mount. And he sent and took the bones
out of the tombs and burned them on the altar and
defiled it, according to the word of the LORD that the
man of God proclaimed, who had predicted these things.
Then he said, "What is that monument that | see?” And
the men of the city told him, "It is the tomb of the man
of God who came from Judah and predicted these
things that you have done against the altar at
Bethel.” And he said, “Let him be; let no man
move his bones.” So they let his bones
alone, with the bones of the prophet

who came out of Samaria.
2 Kings 23:15-18

God has willed that we should seek and find His living
Word in the witness of a brother, in the mouth of man.
Therefore, the Christian needs another Christian who
speaks God's Word to him. He needs him again and
again when he becomes uncertain and discouraged,
for by himself he cannot help himself without belying
the truth. He needs his brother man as a bearer and
proclaimer of the divine word of salvation.

Dietrich Bonhoeffer
20t century German Lutheran pastor
executed by Hitler in World War Il

Shout for joy in the
LORD, O you righteous!
Praise befits the upright. Give
thanks to the LORD with the lyre;
make melody to him with the harp of
ten strings! Sing to him a new song; play
skillfully on the strings, with loud shouts.
For the word of the LORD is upright, and
all his work is done in faithfulness. He
loves righteousness and justice; the
earth is full of the steadfast love

of the LORD.
Psalm 33:1-5

He says the word of Yahweh was
given to him, because we know that
God alone ought to be heard, and the
prophets are to be heard only if they
present what has come from him.

John Calvin
16t century French-Swiss pastor and theologian

“All flesh is like grass
and all its glory like the
flower of grass. The grass
withers, and the flower falls, but
the word of the Lord remains
forever.” And this word is the
good news that was

preached to you.
1 Peter 1:24-25



Leader:

People:

GOD SUMMONS US BY HIS GRACE

Long ago, at many times and in many ways, God spoke to our fathers by the
prophets, but in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he
appointed the heir of all things, through whom also he created the world. He
is the radiance of the glory of God and the exact imprint of his nature, and
he upholds the universe by the word of his power.

And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his
glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth... For
from his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace.

We recognize the glory of God seen in the Word made flesh and respond in

worship

“At the Name of Jesus”
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Hebrews 1
John 1

We worship God
because he made
his Word flesh to
reveal himself to
us. This is the
reality of Jesus
Christ. In this man
all the fullness of
God was pleased
to dwell so that we
might see the
glory of God and
receive his grace.



And he said to me,
“Itis done! | am
the Alpha and the
Omega, the
beginning and the
end. To the thirsty |
will give from the
spring of the water
of life without

payment.”
Revelation 21

“My Maker and My King”
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GOD SANCTIFIES US BY HIS GRACE

God declares the wages of our sin
You also must consider yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus. Let not
sin therefore reign in your mortal body, to make you obey its passions. Do not present
your members to sin as instruments for unrighteousness, but present yourselves to
God as those who have been brought from death to life, and your members to God as
instruments for righteousness... For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God
is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.

We confess our sin, acknowledging the death that we have earned
We use this time in God'’s presence to confess our sins and our need for God's grace, silently,
personally before him alone. We invite you to join us in sorrow over your sin
and joy in his grace and mercy in Jesus Christ

God declares our possession of all the riches purchased by Christ’s blood:

redemption
For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your
sake he became poor, so that you by his poverty might become rich...You were
ransomed from the futile ways inherited from your forefathers, not with perishable
things such as silver or gold, but with the precious blood of Christ, like that of a lamb
without blemish or spot

Romans 6

Confession is not
feeling sorry for
our sin and hoping
God will do
something about it
—he already has!
This is the wonder
of the gospel. Our
confession is an
acknowledgment
that we need his
answer for our sin
as well as a resting
in that answer:
Jesus Christ.

2 Corinthians 8
1 Peter 1



We rejoice in God's love that gives us an interest in the precious blood of Christ
“And Can It Be”
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ma - zing love! How can it be, that thou, my God should die for me?



GOD SPEAKS WITH US BY HIS GRACE

TAnd behold, a man of God came out of Judah by the word of the LORD to
Bethel. Jeroboam was standing by the altar to make offerings. 2And the man
cried against the altar by the word of the LORD and said, “O altar, altar, thus
says the LORD: ‘Behold, a son shall be born to the house of David, Josiah by
name, and he shall sacrifice on you the priests of the high places who make
offerings on you, and human bones shall be burned on you.” 3And he gave a
sign the same day, saying, “This is the sign that the LORD has spoken:
‘Behold, the altar shall be torn down, and the ashes that are on it shall be
poured out.”” 4And when the king heard the saying of the man of God, which
he cried against the altar at Bethel, Jeroboam stretched out his hand from the
altar, saying, “Seize him.” And his hand, which he stretched out against him,
dried up, so that he could not draw it back to himself. 5The altar also was
torn down, and the ashes poured out from the altar, according to the sign that
the man of God had given by the word of the LORD. 6And the king said to
the man of God, “Entreat now the favor of the LORD your God, and pray for
me, that my hand may be restored to me.” And the man of God entreated the
LORD, and the king's hand was restored to him and became as it was before.
’And the king said to the man of God, “Come home with me, and refresh
yourself, and I will give you a reward.” 8And the man of God said to the king,
“If you give me half your house, | will not go in with you. And I will not eat
bread or drink water in this place, %or so was it commanded me by the word
of the LORD, saying, ‘You shall neither eat bread nor drink water nor return
by the way that you came.”” 19So he went another way and did not return by
the way that he came to Bethel.

"Now an old prophet lived in Bethel. And his sons came and told him all
that the man of God had done that day in Bethel. They also told to their
father the words that he had spoken to the king. 12And their father said to
them, “Which way did he go?” And his sons showed him the way that the
man of God who came from Judah had gone. 3And he said to his sons,
“Saddle the donkey for me.” So they saddled the donkey for him and he
mounted it. 14And he went after the man of God and found him sitting under
an oak. And he said to him, “Are you the man of God who came from
Judah?” And he said, “l am.” 15Then he said to him, “Come home with me
and eat bread.” 16And he said, “I may not return with you, or go in with you,
neither will | eat bread nor drink water with you in this place, "7for it was
said to me by the word of the LORD, “You shall neither eat bread nor drink
water there, nor return by the way that you came.”” 18And he said to him, “I
also am a prophet as you are, and an angel spoke to me by the word of the
LORD, saying, ‘Bring him back with you into your house that he may eat
bread and drink water.”” But he lied to him. 19So he went back with him and
ate bread in his house and drank water.

1 Kings 13:1-19

The word of the
living God makes
things happen. As

we sing in the
hymn, “"He speaks,
and listening to his
voice, new life the
dead receive; the
mournful, broken
hearts rejoice; the

humble poor

believe.”



Long ago, at many
times and in many
ways, God spoke
to our fathers by
the prophets, but
in these last days
he has spoken to
us by his Son,
whom he
appointed the heir
of all things,
through whom
also he created
the world. He is
the radiance of the
glory of God and
the exact imprint
of his nature, and
he upholds the
universe by the

word of his power.

Hebrews 1

Sermon

Hath God Said

Robert Crosby



We rejoice in the firm foundation of God's word given to us

“How Firm a Foundation”
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GOD STRENGTHENS US BY HIS GRACE

We declare our faith in God as he has revealed himself in his word
Leader: Do you believe in God?
People: 1 believe in God the Father Almighty,

Although not
written by the
apostles, the
Apostles’ Creed is
a concise
summary of their
teachings. It
originated as a
baptismal
confession around
the second
century and
developed into its
present form
around the
seventh century.

Maker of heaven and earth,

Leader: Do you believe in Jesus Christ?
People: 1 believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

and born of the Virgin Mary.

He suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried.

The third day he rose again from the dead.

He ascended into heaven

and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.

Leader: Do you believe in the Holy Spirit?
People: 1 believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.



We give our tithes and offerings as declarations of our faith that all that God

reveals is right “Whate’er My God Ordains is Right”
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God'’s promises do
not render prayer
superfluous. On
the contrary, it is

only his promises

which give us the
warrant to pray

and the
confidence that he

will hear and

answer.
John Stott

We cry out to God in prayer to know his word and answer its call
During this time we live in faith, trusting in the power of his grace,

placing our lives and our church in his hands.
We ask that he would work in us and through us for his glory.



GOD SENDS US WITH HIS GRACE

We live resting in the word of God and his faithfulness to it “Great is Thy Faithfulness”
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We live in his grace, love, and fellowship
Leader: The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of
the Holy Spirit be with you all.
People: Amen
Please stay and join us for a time of refreshment and enjoying each other’s company.
This is a time to share in life together as the gospel calls us
as we reconnect with those we know and as we meet someone new.

The steadfast love
of the LORD never
ceases; his
mercies never
come to an end;
they are new every
morning; great is
your faithfulness.
“The LORD is my
portion,” says my
soul, “therefore |

will hope in him.”
Lamentations 3

2 Corinthians 13
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Welcome to Free Grace

We are a broken church full of broken people. We know we need God’s free grace. Some
of us have accepted this grace, some are exploring what it’s all about. All of us are still
trying to understand it. We are a church that seeks to proclaim this free grace of God with
both our words and our lives. Not satisfied with simply talking about it, we want to live it
out. We invite you to come, explore, and live God’s free grace with us.

Our Connections Our Leadership
Free Grace is a congregation of | Free Grace is lead by her elders, men

the Presbyterian Church in | called by God and set apart by the
America (PCA), a family of church to care and lead her as
churches that seeks to be faithful individual members, families, and as
to the Scriptures, true to the | awhole. Our elders are:

%‘

Reformed faith, and obedient to Rev. Per Almquist (pastor)
the Great Commission of Jesus Brian Cosgrove
Christ. Ken Morris
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If it so unreasonable for my wife to
expect me to know who she is and what
she wants without her telling me, why
do I think it is so reasonable for me to
know God and what he wants without
his telling me?



broken people
bound together in Christ
for Gods glory
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