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SOME THOUGHTS FOR REFLECTION:

The Spi r i t ’s fi l l ing…denotes 
divinely provided empowerment to 
carry out the commands of God. 

Guy Prentiss Waters 
Professor of New Testament 

at Reformed Theological Seminary

Yo u , 
however, are not 

in the flesh but in the 
Spirit, if in fact the Spirit of 

God dwells in you. Anyone 
who does not have the 

Spirit of Christ does not 
belong to him. 

Romans 8:9

The pouring out of Holy Spirit at 
Pentecost happened once and for all. 
Once poured out, the Holy Spirit has 
never left. It is the same Holy Spirit 
poured out in power on you. 

George Robertson 
Presbyterian pastor

Whatever else happened at Pentecost, 
one thing that cannot be missed by the 
most casual observer was the sudden 
upsurging of moral enthusiasm. Those 
first disciples burned with steady, inward 
fire. They were enthusiastic to the point 
of complete abandon. 

A.W. Tozer 
20th century pastor and author

And do not get 
drunk with wine, for 

that is debauchery, 
but be filled with the 

Spirit… 
Ephesians 5:18

J o h n 
answered them 

all, saying, “I baptize 
you with water, but he who 

is mightier than I is coming, 
the strap of whose sandals I 
am not worthy to untie. He 

will baptize you with the 
Holy Spirit and fire.” 

Luke 3:16

It is not possible to be union with Christ and 
not be in possession of all that is Christ’s. 

Derek Thomas 
Welsh Presbyterian pastor

Therefore 
let us be grateful for 

receiving a kingdom that 
cannot be shaken, and thus 

let us offer to God acceptable 
worship, with reverence and 

awe, for our God is a 
consuming fire. 

Hebrews 12:28–29



Leader: Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good, for his steadfast love endures forever. 
People: It is he who remembered us in our low estate, for his steadfast love endures 

forever;  
Leader: And rescued us from our foes, for his steadfast love endures forever;
People: He who gives food to all flesh, for his steadfast love endures forever. 
Leader: Give thanks to the God of heaven, for his steadfast love endures forever. 

We give thanks for his love endures forever “O the Deep, Deep Love of Jesus!” 
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O The Deep, Deep Love Of Jesus
Samuel Trevor Francis 1834-1925
Thomas John Williams 1890

Psalm 136

In Scripture, the 
call to worship 

comes from God. 
We need to be 

called because it is 
not our natural 

impulse to come 
to him. The call 
reminds us of 

God’s pursuing 
love toward us.

GOD SUMMONS US BY HIS GRACE



“Father, Long before Creation”
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Father, Long Before Creation
Words from Chinese Hymn
Translated by Francis Jones

Music by Andrew Osenga
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 In love he 
predestined us for 

adoption to 
himself as sons 
through Jesus 

Christ, according 
to the purpose of 

his will, to the 
praise of his 

glorious grace, 
with which he has 
blessed us in the 

Beloved. 
Ephesians 1



God declares what he requires of us and shows us our inability to do it 
And behold, a lawyer stood up to put him to the test, saying, “Teacher, what shall I do 
to inherit eternal life?” He said to him, “What is written in the Law? How do you read 
it?” And he answered, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with 
all your soul and with all your strength and with all your mind, and your neighbor as 
yourself.” And he said to him, “You have answered correctly; do this, and you will 
live.” 

Whoever keeps the whole law but fails in one point has become guilty of all of it. 

We confess our sin and acknowledge that we are guilty of God’s law  
We use this time in God’s presence to confess our sins and our need for God’s grace, silently, 

personally before him alone. We invite you to join us in sorrow over your sin 
and joy in his grace and mercy in Jesus Christ

God declares our salvation—his mercy poured out richly on us in the Holy Spirit 
through Jesus Christ 

When the kindness of God our Savior and his love for mankind appeared, he saved 
us, not on the basis of deeds which we have done in righteousness, but according to 
his mercy, by the washing of regeneration and renewing by the Holy Spirit, whom he 
poured out upon us richly through Jesus Christ our Savior, so that being justified by 
his grace we would be made heirs according to the hope of eternal life. 

 

A full prayer of 
confession 

acknowledges that 
our sin is more 
than an isolated 
example of bad 
judgment; it is a 
way of life. Sin is 
our response to 

God—fleeing from 
him and running 
to other things. 
We confess that 

we are sinful 
people, and we 
live in need of a 

Savior.

Luke 10 
James 2

GOD SANCTIFIES US BY HIS GRACE

Titus 3



We sing out in all of life of the richness of his mercy, his great love with which he 
loved us “Thy Mercy, My God” 
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Thy Mercy My God
Is The Theme of My Song

Words by John Stoker
Music by Sandra McCracken

I will sing of the 
steadfast love 
[mercy] of the 
LORD, forever; 

with my mouth I 
will make known 

your faithfulness to 
all generations. 

Psalm 89



1When the day of Pentecost arrived, they were all together in one place. 
2And suddenly there came from heaven a sound like a mighty rushing wind, 
and it filled the entire house where they were sitting. 3And divided tongues as 
of fire appeared to them and rested on each one of them. 4And they were all 
filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit 
gave them utterance. 

5Now there were dwelling in Jerusalem Jews, devout men from every nation 
under heaven. 6And at this sound the multitude came together, and they were 
bewildered, because each one was hearing them speak in his own language. 
7And they were amazed and astonished, saying, “Are not all these who are 
speaking Galileans? 8And how is it that we hear, each of us in his own native 
language? 9Parthians and Medes and Elamites and residents of Mesopotamia, 
Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, 10Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and 
the parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, 11both Jews 
and proselytes, Cretans and Arabians—we hear them telling in our own 
tongues the mighty works of God.” 12And all were amazed and perplexed, 
saying to one another, “What does this mean?” 13But others mocking said, 
“They are filled with new wine.” 

Sermon Rev. Per Almquist
The Presence of God’s Glory 

The Church that God Built 

 

Acts 2:1-13

GOD SPEAKS WITH US BY HIS GRACE

These words are 
God’s… Thou 
book of vast 

authority, thou art 
a proclamation 

from the Emperor 
of Heaven; far be 

it from me to 
exercise my 

reason in 
contradicting 

thee… This is the 
book untainted by 
any error; but it is 
pure unalloyed, 

perfect truth. 
Why? Because 
God wrote it. 
Charles Spurgeon



We rest in the wonder of the Holy Spirit poured out upon us, seeking his work 
within us “Come, Holy Spirit, Come”
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Come, Holy Spirit, Come
Words: Joseph Hart

Music: H. Ring, J. Paris, & B. Almquist

Pageant Music 2012
 

Nevertheless, I tell 
you the truth: it is 
to your advantage 
that I go away, for 
if I do not go away, 
the Helper will not 
come to you. But if 

I go, I will send 
him to you. And 
when he comes, 

he will convict the 
world concerning 

sin and 
righteousness and 

judgment. 
John 16



God works the presence of his glory in us by his Holy Spirit applying to us the 
death of Jesus Christ as we celebrate the Lord’s Supper 
We celebrate God’s free grace to us in Jesus Christ by observing the Lord’s Supper each Sunday. 
We invite to the Lord’s Table all those who are baptized followers of Jesus Christ, under the 
authority of Christ and his body, the Church. By eating the bread and drinking the cup with us as a 
visitor, you are acknowledging to our church that you are in covenant with God. You also 
acknowledge that you are a sinner, without hope except in the sovereign mercy of God, and that
you are trusting in Jesus Christ alone for your salvation. If you have any doubts about your 
participation, please speak to one of the elders after the service. Wine and bread are the 
elements of the supper as instituted by Jesus Christ and so we follow his example. 

“I Thirst” 
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I Thirst
Text: Nikolaus von Zinzendorf.

Johann Nischmann, John Wesley
Tune: Bethany Brooks

Music c. 2002 Bethany Brooks

In the strange 
mercy of God the 

cup of his 
righteous wrath is 

given into the 
hands, not of his 

enemies, but of his 
beloved Son. And 

he will drink it, 
down to the dregs 
until the moment 

comes when “I 
thirst” gives place 
to “It is finished”. 

Lesslie Newbigin

GOD STRENGTHENS US BY HIS GRACE



We give our tithes and offerings to God to proclaim his mighty works within us
We give our offerings to God as a public demonstration of our faith,  

putting our money where our mouths are. In this action we show what we claim,  
that our lives are organized around God and lived for him instead of ourselves. 

We cry out to God in prayer knowing that his Holy Spirit is at work within us
O God, most high, most glorious, 

the thought of your infinite serenity cheers us, 
for we are toiling and moiling, troubled and distressed,  

but you are for ever at perfect peace. 
Your designs cause you no fear or care of unfulfillment, 

they stand fast as the eternal hills. 
Your power knows no bond, 

your goodness no stint. 
You bring order out of confusion, 

and our defeats are your victories: 
For you reign as the the Lord God omnipotent. 

We come to you as sinners with cares and sorrows, 
to leave every concern entirely to you, 
every sin calling for Christ's precious blood; 

Revive deep spirituality in our hearts;  
Let us live near to the great Shepherd, 

hear his voice, know its tones, follow its calls. 
Keep us from deception by causing us to abide in the truth, 

from harm by helping us to walk in the power of the Spirit 

Give us intenser faith in the eternal truths, 
burning into us by experience the things we know; 

Let us never be ashamed of the truth of the gospel, 
that we may bear its reproach, 
vindicate it, 
see Jesus as its essence, 
know in it the power of the Spirit. 

Lord, help us, for we are often lukewarm and chill; 
unbelief mars our confidence, 
sin makes us forget you. 

Let the weeds that grow in our souls be cut at their roots;  
grant us to know that we truly live only when we live to you, 

that all else is trifling. 
Your presence alone can make us holy, devout, strong and happy. 
Abide in us, gracious God, and make us a community that is marked by the gospel 

that the community around us would see not us, 
but you in all your glory and grace through us. 

May we live in the power of your Holy Spirit poured out upon us, 
proclaiming Jesus as both Lord and Christ. 

Amen. 

Prayer is not a sign 
of doubting, but a 

witness to our 
certain hope and 
confidence, since 
we ask the Lord 

for things that we 
know he has 
promised. 
John Calvin



We cry out for God to come to us, sending his Holy Spirit to rule in us 
“Come, Thou Almighty King” 

Come, Thou Almighty King
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Trinity Hymnal 101

TEXT: Anon., ca. 1757

TUNE (TRINITY 6.6.4.6.6.6.4.): Felice de Giardini, 1769

“And behold, I am 
sending the 

promise of my 
Father upon you. 
But stay in the city 

until you are 
clothed with 

power from on 
high.” 
Luke 24

GOD SENDS US WITH HIS GRACE



God promises the presence of his glory with his Church, now and forever
Leader: The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of 

the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
People: Amen 

Please stay and join us for a time of refreshment and enjoying each other’s company. 
This is a time to share in life together as the gospel calls us 

as we reconnect with those we know and as we meet someone new. 

2 Corinthians 13
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traditional Welsh melody adapted by Thomas John Williams, 1890. 

“Father, Long Before Creation” ©2005 The Velvet Eagle Sings (ASCAP) admin. by the Loving Company. 
Words: from a Chinese Hymn. Translated: Francis Johnson, 1953. Music: Andrew Osenga, 2005 

“Thy Mercy, My God” ©2001 Same Old Dress Music. Words: John Stocker, 1776. Music: Sandra 
McCracken, 2001. 

“Come, Holy Spirit, Come” ©2010 Pageant Music. Words: Joseph Hart, 1759. Music: verses: Hiram 
Ring, 2009; chorus: Beth Almquist and Jake Paris, 2012. 

“I Thirst” ©2002 Bethany Brooks. Words: Nikolas von Zinzendorf and Johann Nitschmann, 1735, 
trans. by John Wesley, 1740. Music: Bethany Brooks, 2002. 

“Come, Thou Almighty King” Public Domain. Words: Anonymous, c. 1757, Music: Felice de Giardini, 
1769. 

Our Connections 
Free Grace is a congregation of 
the Presbyterian Church in 
America (PCA), a family of 
churches that seeks to be faithful 
to the Scriptures, true to the 
Reformed faith, and obedient to 
the Great Commission of Jesus 
Christ. 

Our Leadership 
Free Grace is lead by her elders, men 
called by God and set apart by the 
church to care and lead her as 
individual members, families, and as 
a whole. Our elders are: 

Rev. Per Almquist (pastor) 

Brian Cosgrove 
Ken Morris

Welcome to Free Grace 
We are a broken church full of broken people. We know we need God’s free grace. Some 
of us have accepted this grace, some are exploring what it’s all about. All of us are still 
trying to understand it. We are a church that seeks to proclaim this free grace of God with 
both our words and our lives. Not satisfied with simply talking about it, we want to live it 
out. We invite you to come, explore, and live God’s free grace with us.



God shows his glory most clearly 
in his saving spiritual nitwits like me. 

So God would have to stop being God 
before he would quit on me. 



broken people 
bound together in Christ 

for God’s glory

207.513.1355 160 Canal St | Lewiston, ME 04240 http://www.freegrace.us


