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SOME THOUGHTS FOR REFLECTION:

Behind the earthly lies a heavenly reality…The New 
Testament church is God’s promise to his Son in 
eternity and is brought about by the work of Jesus’ 
personal representative agent, the Holy Spirit. 

Derek Thomas 
Welsh-American Presbyterian Pastor

“And behold, I 
am sending the 

promise of my Father 
upon you. But stay in 
the city until you are 
clothed with power 

from on high.” 
Luke 24:49

The starting point, the fundamental thing, 
is that Christianity is about Jesus…The 
Lord Jesus Christ is the theme of the 
preaching of the early church. He is the 
theme of the Gospel of Luke. He is the 
theme of the Acts of the Apostles. 

D. Martyn Lloyd-Jones
20th century Welsh medical doctor,  

pastor, and preacher

The ‘kingdom’ comes to its fullest and most 
visible expression in this age in the life of the 
people of God who are ruled by the Word of 
Christ and empowered by the Spirit of Christ. 

Guy Prentiss Waters 
Professor of New Testament at Reformed Theological Seminary

“I, I am the LORD, and 
besides me there is no 

savior. I declared and saved and 
proclaimed, when there was no 

strange god among you; and you are 
my witnesses,” declares the LORD, 
“and I am God. Also henceforth I am 
he; there is none who can deliver 

from my hand; I work, and who 
can turn it back?” 

Isaiah 43:11–13

“Nevertheless, I 
tell you the truth: it is 

to your advantage that I 
go away, for if I do not go 
away, the Helper will not 

come to you. But if I go, I 
will send him to you.” 

John 16:7

The mission of the church, the reason we exist, 
is to bear witness to the present reign and rule 
of Christ, who is at the right hand of God. 

R.C. Sproul
Presbyterian theologian



Leader: Oh come, let us sing to the LORD; let us make a joyful noise to the rock of 
our salvation! Let us come into his presence with thanksgiving; let us make a 
joyful noise to him with songs of praise!  

People: For the LORD is a great God, and a great King above all gods.  
Leader: In his hand are the depths of the earth; the heights of the mountains are his 

also. The sea is his, for he made it, and his hands formed the dry land. 
People: Oh come, let us worship and bow down; let us kneel before the Lord, our 

Maker! For he is our God, and we are the people of his pasture, and the 
sheep of his hand. 

We come, worshipping and bowing down to our King  “O Worship the King” 
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O Worship the King
Robert Grant 1833 (Psalm 104)
Johann Haydn 1737-1806

 

Psalm 95

In our worship we 
give glory to God, 
praising him for 
who he is and 

what he has done. 
We also cry out for 
his presence with 
us—by his Spirit 

now as he 
promised, but also 

when Christ 
returns in glory.

GOD SUMMONS US BY HIS GRACE 



 “Jesus, Everlasting King” 
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Jesus Everlasting King
Isaac Watts

Matthew Smith
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But the LORD is 
the true God; he is 
the living God and 

the everlasting 
King. 

Jeremiah 10



God declares the universal reality of our sin 
Surely there is not a righteous man on earth who does good and never sins. 

We cry out that God would grant us repentance “Come, Holy Spirit, Come”

God proclaims his mercy to us
When the kindness of God our Savior and his love for mankind appeared, he saved 
us, not on the basis of deeds which we have done in righteousness, but according to 
his mercy, by the washing of regeneration and renewing by the Holy Spirit, whom he 
poured out upon us richly through Jesus Christ our Savior, so that being justified by 
his grace we would be made heirs according to the hope of eternal life. 
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Come, Holy Spirit, Come
Words: Joseph Hart

Music: H. Ring, J. Paris, & B. Almquist

Pageant Music 2012

Create in me a 
clean heart, O 

God, and renew a 
right spirit within 
me. Cast me not 
away from your 

presence, and take 
not your Holy 
Spirit from me. 

Restore to me the 
joy of your 

salvation, and 
uphold me with a 

willing spirit.  
Psalm 51

Ecclesiastes 7

GOD SANCTIFIES US BY HIS GRACE

Titus 3



We rejoice that his mercy is more than our sin “A Debtor to Mercy Alone” 

You cannot sin so 
much as God can 
forgive.  If it comes 
to a pitched battle 
between sin and 
grace, you shall 
not be so bad as 

God shall be 
good.  I will prove 
it to you.  You can 
only sin as a man, 

but God can 
forgive as a God.  
You sin as a finite 
creature, but the 
Lord forgives as 

the infinite Creator 
Charles Spurgeon
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He kept crying out all the more, “Son of David, have mercy on me!”... And Jesus said to him,
“Receive your sight; your faith has made you well.” Luke 18:39, 42&
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He kept crying out all the more, “Son of David, have mercy on me!”... And Jesus said to him,
“Receive your sight; your faith has made you well.” Luke 18:39, 42&
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He kept crying out all the more, “Son of David, have mercy on me!”... And Jesus said to him,
“Receive your sight; your faith has made you well.” Luke 18:39, 42&
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He kept crying out all the more, “Son of David, have mercy on me!”... And Jesus said to him,
“Receive your sight; your faith has made you well.” Luke 18:39, 42
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1In the first book, O Theophilus, I have dealt with all that Jesus began to do 
and teach, 2until the day when he was taken up, after he had given 
commands through the Holy Spirit to the apostles whom he had chosen. 3He 
presented himself alive to them after his suffering by many proofs, appearing 
to them during forty days and speaking about the kingdom of God. 

4And while staying with them he ordered them not to depart from Jerusalem, 
but to wait for the promise of the Father, which, he said, “you heard from me; 
5for John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit 
not many days from now.” 

6So when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, will you at this 
time restore the kingdom to Israel?” 7He said to them, “It is not for you to 
know times or seasons that the Father has fixed by his own authority. 8But 
you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you 
will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the 
end of the earth.” 9And when he had said these things, as they were looking 
on, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight. 10And while 
they were gazing into heaven as he went, behold, two men stood by them in 
white robes, 11and said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking into 
heaven? This Jesus, who was taken up from you into heaven, will come in the 
same way as you saw him go into heaven.” 

Sermon Rev. Per Almquist 
The Church: The Acts of the Risen Christ 

The Church that God Built 

 

Acts 1:1-11

GOD SPEAKS WITH US BY HIS GRACE 

Preaching exists, 
not for the 

propagating of 
views, opinions 

and ideals, but for 
the proclamation 
of the mighty acts 

of God. 
James Stewart



We witness to Christ celebrating the Lord’s Supper and experiencing the eternal 
reality of Christ crucified, risen, and ascended into heaven applied to us by the 
Holy Spirit 
We celebrate God’s free grace to us in Jesus Christ by observing the Lord’s Supper each Sunday. 
We invite to the Lord’s Table all those who are baptized followers of Jesus Christ, under the 
authority of Christ and his body, the Church. By eating the bread and drinking the cup with us as a 
visitor, you are acknowledging to our church that you are in covenant with God. You also 
acknowledge that you are a sinner, without hope except in the sovereign mercy of God, and that 
you are trusting in Jesus Christ alone for your salvation. If you have any doubts about your 
participation, please speak to one of the elders after the service. Wine and bread are the 
elements of the supper as instituted by Jesus Christ and so we follow his example. 

 Hebrews 7:23-8:2 
The former priests were many in number, because they were prevented by death from 
continuing in office, but he holds his priesthood permanently, because he continues 
forever. Consequently, he is able to save to the uttermost those who draw near to God 
through him, since he always lives to make intercession for them. 

For it was indeed fitting that we should have such a high priest, holy, innocent, 
unstained, separated from sinners, and exalted above the heavens. He has no need, 
like those high priests, to offer sacrifices daily, first for his own sins and then for those 
of the people, since he did this once for all when he offered up himself. For the law 
appoints men in their weakness as high priests, but the word of the oath, which came 
later than the law, appoints a Son who has been made perfect forever. 

Now the point in what we are saying is this: we have such a high priest, one who is 
seated at the right hand of the throne of the Majesty in heaven, a minister in the holy 
places, in the true tent that the Lord set up, not man. 

 

GOD STRENGTHENS US BY HIS GRACE 

The Lord’s Supper 
is a physical 

action, established 
by Jesus, through 
which God acts to 
nourish, sustain, 

comfort, 
challenge, teach, 

and assure us. The 
celebration of the 

Lord’s Supper 
nourishes our faith 

and stirs our 
imaginations to 

perceive the work 
of God and the 
contours of the 
gospel more 

clearly.



“Before the Throne of God Above” 
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Before the Throne of God Above
Charitie L. Bancroft (1841-1892)

Vikki Cook

1997 Sovereign Grace Worship

For we do not have 
a high priest who 

is unable to 
sympathize with 
our weaknesses, 
but one who in 

every respect has 
been tempted as 

we are, yet without 
sin. Let us then 
with confidence 
draw near to the 
throne of grace, 

that we may 
receive mercy and 
find grace to help 
in time of need. 

Hebrews 4



Living in the power of the Holy Spirit, we witness to Christ by giving our tithes 
and offerings 

We give our offerings to God as a public demonstration of our faith,  
putting our money where our mouths are. In this action we show what we claim,  
that our lives are organized around God and lived for him instead of ourselves. 

We wait for the promised power of the Holy Spirit, coming to God in prayer that 
we would be faithful witnesses to Christ in all of life

During this time we live in faith, trusting in the power of his grace, 
placing our lives and our church in his hands. 

We ask that he would work in us and through us for his glory. In your prayer, 
beware above 
everything of 

limiting God, not 
only by unbelief 
but by fancying 
that you know 

what He can do. 
Expect 

unexpected 
things, above all 
that we ask or 

think. Each time 
you intercede, be 

quiet first and 
worship God in 

His glory. Think of 
what He can do…
and expect great 

things. 
Andrew Murray

 



We rest in Christ, the church’s one foundation “The Church’s One Foundation” 

We live in Christ’s power made perfect in our weakness, the promised Holy Spirit 
at work

Leader: “My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness.” 
Therefore boast all the more gladly of your weaknesses, so that the power of 
Christ may rest upon you. For the sake of Christ, then, be content with 
weaknesses, insults, hardships, persecutions, and calamities. For when you 
are weak, then you are strong. 

People: Amen 
Please stay and join us for a time of refreshment and enjoying each other’s company. 

This is a time to share in life together as the gospel calls us 
as we reconnect with those we know and as we meet someone new. 
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The Church’s One Foundation
Words by Samuel Stone
Music by Brian Moss

So then you are no 
longer strangers 

and aliens, but you 
are fellow citizens 
with the saints and 
members of the 

household of God, 
built on the 

foundation of the 
apostles and 

prophets, Christ 
Jesus himself 

being the 
cornerstone, in 

whom the whole 
structure, being 
joined together, 
grows into a holy 

temple in the Lord. 
Ephesians 2

GOD SENDS US WITH HIS GRACE

2 Corinthians 12
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Our Connections 
Free Grace is a congregation of 
the Presbyterian Church in 
America (PCA), a family of 
churches that seeks to be faithful 
to the Scriptures, true to the 
Reformed faith, and obedient to 
the Great Commission of Jesus 
Christ. 

Our Leadership 
Free Grace is lead by her elders, men 
called by God and set apart by the 
church to care and lead her as 
individual members, families, and as 
a whole. Our elders are: 

Rev. Per Almquist (pastor) 

Brian Cosgrove 
Ken Morris

Welcome to Free Grace 
We are a broken church full of broken people. We know we need God’s free grace. Some 
of us have accepted this grace, some are exploring what it’s all about. All of us are still 
trying to understand it. We are a church that seeks to proclaim this free grace of God with 
both our words and our lives. Not satisfied with simply talking about it, we want to live it 
out. We invite you to come, explore, and live God’s free grace with us.



I’m not supposed to be pursuing impact, 
I’m supposed to be pursuing God. And 

when I pursue God I will have exactly as 
much impact as He wants me to have. 

Phil Vischer 
creator of Veggie Tales 



broken people 
bound together in Christ 

for God’s glory

207.513.1355 160 Canal St | Lewiston, ME 04240 http://www.freegrace.us


