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SOME THOUGHTS FOR REFLECTION:

All idolatry is not only 
treacherous, but also futile. 
Human desire, deep and 
r e s t l e s s a n d s e e m i n g l y 
unfulfillable, keeps stuffing itself 
with finite goods, but these cannot 
satisfy. If we try to fill our hearts with 
anything besides the God of the 
universe, we find that we are overfed but 
undernourished, and that day by day, 
week by week, year after year, we are 
thinning down to a mere outline of  a 
human being. 

Cornelius Plantinga 
Reformed theologian, pastor,  

and former president of Calvin Theological Seminary

I find it most true, that the greatest temptation out of 
hell is to live without temptations. If my waters should 
stand, they would rot. Faith is the better of the free air, 
and of the sharp winter storm in its face. Grace 
withereth without adversity. The devil is but God's 
master fencer, to teach us to handle our weapons. 

Samuel Rutherford 
17th century Scottish pastor

T h e y w e r e 
broken off because 

of their unbelief, but 
you stand fast through 
faith. So do not become 

proud, but fear. 
Romans 11:20

A person will worship something, have no 
doubt about that. We may think our tribute is 
paid in secret in the dark recesses of our 
hearts, but it will out. That which dominates 

our imaginations and our 
thoughts will determine 

our lives, and our 
character. 

Ralph Waldo Emerson 
19th century essayist, poet, 

An idol is anything in creation that man turns to 
in worship rather than God. Idolatry is not merely 
one sin among many, but the epitome of all sin, 
the disobedience that denies God his rightful 
place over his creation and our lives. 

Michael Williams 
Presbyterian theologian

Now I want 
t o r e m i n d y o u , 

although you once fully 
knew it, that Jesus, who 
saved a people out of the 
land of Egypt, afterward 

destroyed those who 
did not believe. 

Jude 5

God is faithful, 
by whom you were 

c a l l e d i n t o t h e 
fellowship of his Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 

1 Corinthians 1:9

Jesus then said to 
them, “Truly, truly, I say to 

you, it was not Moses who gave 
you the bread from heaven, but my 

Father gives you the true bread from 
heaven. For the bread of God is he who 

comes down from heaven and gives life to 
the world.” They said to him, “Sir, give us this 
bread always.” 

Jesus said to them, “I am the bread of 
life; whoever comes to me shall not 

hunger, and whoever believes in 
me shall never thirst.” 

John 6:32–35



Elder: Remember to extol God’s work, of which men have sung. All mankind has 
looked on it; man beholds it from afar. 

People: Behold, God is great, and we know him not; the number of his years is 
unsearchable. 

Elder: For he draws up the drops of water; they distill his mist in rain, which the 
skies pour down and drop on mankind abundantly. Can anyone understand 
the spreading of the clouds, the thunderings of his pavilion? Behold, he 
scatters his lightning about him and covers the roots of the sea. 

People: For by these he judges peoples; he gives food in abundance. He covers his 
hands with the lightning and commands it to strike the mark. Its crashing 
declares his presence; the cattle also declare that he rises. 

We proclaim the greatness of our God “Immortal, Invisible” 
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Immortal, Invisible,
God Only Wise Words by Walter Smith

Traditional Welsh melody

 

Job 36

We worship 
because it is what 
we were made to 
do. At no other 

time are we more 
human, more 

alive, more 
complete than 

when we 
approach our God 
in the wonder of 

who he is.

GOD SUMMONS US BY HIS GRACE 



 “Call Jehovah Your Salvation”
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Call Jehovah Your Salvation
Psalm 91, vers. James Montgomery, 1822

Gregory D. Wilbur 1996

1996 by Gregory D Wilbur

 

Because he holds 
fast to me in love, I 
will deliver him; I 
will protect him, 

because he knows 
my name. When 
he calls to me, I 

will answer him; I 
will be with him in 

trouble; I will 
rescue him and 
honor him. With 

long life I will 
satisfy him and 
show him my 

salvation. 
Psalm 91



God calls us to look no longer at the works of our hands for our salvation 
Return, O Israel, to the LORD your God, for you have stumbled because of your 
iniquity. Take with you words and return to the LORD; say to him, "Take away all 
iniquity; accept what is good, and we will pay with bulls the vows of our lips. Assyria 
shall not save us; we will not ride on horses; and we will say no more, 'Our God,' to 
the work of our hands. In you the orphan finds mercy." 

We confess our sin, return to God, and find mercy  
We use this time in God’s presence to confess our sins and our need for God’s grace, silently, 

personally before him alone. We invite you to join us in sorrow over your sin 
and joy in his grace and mercy in Jesus Christ.  

We find mercy in the cross of Jesus Christ 
In Christ the whole fullness of deity dwells bodily, and you have been filled in him, 
who is the head of all rule and authority… And you, who were dead in your trespasses 
and the uncircumcision of your flesh, God made alive together with him, having 
forgiven us all our trespasses, by canceling the record of debt that stood against us 
with its legal demands. This he set aside, nailing it to the cross. He disarmed the rulers 
and authorities and put them to open shame, by triumphing over them in him. 

 

Sin…is not simply 
feeling bad about 

ourselves. It is 
violating what is 
right in God’s law 

and character. 
David Wells

Hosea 14

GOD SANCTIFIES US BY HIS GRACE

Colossians 2



We lift high the cross that triumphed over our sin “Lift High the Cross”
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Lift High the Cross
Jake Paris

©2011

George W. Kitchin 1887

(Go to chorus)

“And I, when I am 
lifted up from the 
earth, will draw all 
people to myself.”  

John 12 



1For I do not want you to be unaware, brothers, that our fathers were all 
under the cloud, and all passed through the sea, 2and all were baptized into 
Moses in the cloud and in the sea, 3and all ate the same spiritual food, 4and 
all drank the same spiritual drink. For they drank from the spiritual Rock that 
followed them, and the Rock was Christ. 5Nevertheless, with most of them 
God was not pleased, for they were overthrown in the wilderness. 

6Now these things took place as examples for us, that we might not desire 
evil as they did. 7Do not be idolaters as some of them were; as it is written, 
“The people sat down to eat and drink and rose up to play.” 8We must not 
indulge in sexual immorality as some of them did, and twenty-three thousand 
fell in a single day. 9We must not put Christ to the test, as some of them did 
and were destroyed by serpents, 10nor grumble, as some of them did and 
were destroyed by the Destroyer. 11Now these things happened to them as an 
example, but they were written down for our instruction, on whom the end 
of the ages has come. 12Therefore let anyone who thinks that he stands take 
heed lest he fall. 13No temptation has overtaken you that is not common to 
man. God is faithful, and he will not let you be tempted beyond your ability, 
but with the temptation he will also provide the way of escape, that you may 
be able to endure it. 

Sermon Rev. Tom Hudson
Three Things You Can Never Say To God 

 

1 Corinthians 10:1–13

GOD SPEAKS WITH US BY HIS GRACE 

Rev. Tom Hudson 
pastors a Brazilian 

church plant in 
Quincy, MA. He 

and his wife, Carol, 
were missionaries 

for 30 years, of 
which about 20 

were spent 
planting and 
revitalizing 
churches in 

Lisbon, Portugal.



We respond to God’s love in Christ by crying out for his work in us 
 “Love Divine, All Loves Excelling” 
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Love Divine, All Loves Excelling
Charles Wesley, 1747

John Zundel, 1870

 

“This is my 
commandment, 

that you love one 
another as I have 

loved you. Greater 
love has no one 
than this, that 

someone lay down 
his life for his 

friends.” 
John 15



We give our tithes and offerings to God as a declaration that we are his, bought 
with the blood of Christ

We give our offerings to God as a public demonstration of our faith,  
putting our money where our mouths are. In this action we show what we claim,  
that our lives are organized around God and lived for him instead of ourselves. 

We pray to drink more deeply from the spiritual Rock that is Christ
During this time we live in faith, trusting in the power of his grace, 

placing our lives and our church in his hands. 
We ask that he would work in us and through us for his glory. 

We give our 
offerings to God 

as a public 
demonstration of 
our faith, putting 
our money where 
our mouths are. In 

this action we 
show what we 
claim, that our 

lives are organized 
around God and 

lived for him 
instead of 
ourselves.

GOD STRENGTHENS US BY HIS GRACE



We participate in the body and blood of Christ, celebrating the Lord’s Supper 
We celebrate God’s free grace to us in Jesus Christ by observing the Lord’s Supper each Sunday. 
We invite to the Lord’s Table all those who are baptized followers of Jesus Christ, under the 
authority of Christ and his body, the Church. By eating the bread and drinking the cup with us as a 
visitor, you are acknowledging to our church that you are in covenant with God. You also 
acknowledge that you are a sinner, without hope except in the sovereign mercy of God, and that 
you are trusting in Jesus Christ alone for your salvation. If you have any doubts about your 
participation, please speak to one of the elders after the service. Wine and bread are the 
elements of the supper as instituted by Jesus Christ and so we follow his example. 
 “Down at the Cross” 
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Down at the Cross
Brian T. Murphy/David Zevac/Matt O'Shields

2012

Text: Elisha Hoffman, 1878

1.

In the sacraments 
the reality is given 
to us along with 

the sign; for when 
the Lord holds out 

a sacrament, he 
does not feed our 

eyes with an 
empty and 

unmeaning figure, 
but joins the truth 

with it, so as to 
testify that by 

means of them he 
acts upon us 
efficaciously.  

John Calvin 

 



We rejoice that the grace of God binds our wandering hearts to him 
“Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing”

We go with the blessing of God, his presence with us in all of life
Leader: The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of 

the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
People: Amen 

Please stay and join us for a time of refreshment and enjoying each other’s company. 
This is a time to share in life together as the gospel calls us 

as we reconnect with those we know and as we meet someone new. 
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Come Thou Fount
of Every Blessing Words by Robert Robinson

Music by Ashael Nettleton

For from his 
fullness we have 

all received, grace 
upon grace. 

John 1

GOD SENDS US WITH HIS GRACE

2 Corinthians 13
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“Call Jehovah Your Salvation” ©1996 Gregory Wilbur. Words: from Psalm 91, James Montgomery, 
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Newbolt, 1916. Music: Jacob Paris, 2011. 

“Love Divine, All Loves Excelling” Public Domain. Words: Charles Wesley, 1747. Music John Zundel, 
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Murphy, David Zevac, and Matt O'Shields, 2012. 
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Our Connections 
Free Grace is a congregation of 
the Presbyterian Church in 
America (PCA), a family of 
churches that seeks to be faithful 
to the Scriptures, true to the 
Reformed faith, and obedient to 
the Great Commission of Jesus 
Christ. 

Our Leadership 
Free Grace is lead by her elders, men 
called by God and set apart by the 
church to care and lead her as 
individual members, families, and as 
a whole. Our elders are: 

Rev. Per Almquist (pastor) 

Brian Cosgrove 
Kevin Kidd 
Ken Morris

Welcome to Free Grace 
We are a broken church full of broken people. We know we need God’s free grace. Some 
of us have accepted this grace, some are exploring what it’s all about. All of us are still 
trying to understand it. We are a church that seeks to proclaim this free grace of God with 
both our words and our lives. Not satisfied with simply talking about it, we want to live it 
out. We invite you to come, explore, and live God’s free grace with us.



Trying to explain God’s grace is like 
trying to put a river into a thimble, 
or trying to describe all the artwork 

in the Louvre in one sentence.



broken people 
bound together in Christ 

for God’s glory

207.513.1355 160 Canal St | Lewiston, ME 04240 http://www.freegrace.us


