15t Anniversary Lunch

Our first worship service was May 2 "¢,
2010. Worship with us and stay to give
thanks to God as we share lunch
together.

Memorial Day, May 30 ™. Bring your
) own stuff to grill, a side dish, and some
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May you live In
Interesting times

We have a great church and God is really working here.
“Just one problem: not enough stinking money in the bank.”

by Per

OMay you live in
interesting times.O

So goes what is
commonly known as

But here is our response to
interesting times,
both the good and the bad:
we worship.

that without admitting
to poor planning?).

All of these ways that
we see God at work is
what makes our times
interesting. And yet

the Chinese Curse*. For
some this is less curse and more blessing.
For others, it is most definitely a curse.
For a young church, it is the story of life -
and it can be either, or both at the
same time.

Because we can see God at work so
clearly right now, it certainly is
interesting times. | am continually
amazed at the church he is building

and am constantly seeing so many
ways in which the church is far more
than | could have planned for (can | say

signs of the times
~ God is growing our attendance
~ Since the beginning of March we are
averaging almost 48 people for worship.
~ We had 63 people for Easter Sunday.
~ WeOve had to increase how many worship
folders we print and how many cups we
prepare for communion each Sunday.
~ God is building our identity in the community
~ Hearing we are in the Oold CarrollGs Music
StoreO people now respond, OOh, thatOs you
guys? | saw there was a church there now.O
~ God is deepening our relationships
~ Friendships begun over coffee and the ever-
present donuts have blossomed into caring
for each other through surgery and other
struggles.
~ God is raising up ofbcers
~ We continue with several men exploring
how ofbcers are called to shepherd the
church and whether God is calling them.

there is more to it than
just these things, for life is not all rosy and
wonderful. There is just one problem: as
Linda put it, Onot enough stinking
money in the bank.O But here is our
response to interesting times, both the
good and the bad: we worship.

We worship. This is what we are created
to do. It is how we rejoice in GodOs work
at Free Grace. It is how give him thanks
and are reminded that it is not our great
planning, our wonderful programs, or
even our devotion to him that makes it
interesting, but his grace alone. And in
worshipping him we see the hope of the
resurrection that gives us strength and
comfort as we face tough financial
times. So, thank you for gathering that
Sunday evening to hear of our
OproblemO and to worship N to pray
and give glory to God for his work and
seek his continued grace for us. DonOt
stop worshipping now.

* There is no known Chinese original to this saying.
However, it is purported to be the first of three

curses in increasing severity, the other two being:

* May you come to the attention of those in
authority.
* May you find what you are looking for.
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Where we skand

by Per

We have seen God do quite a lot over
the past two weeks since first discovering
and sharing our financial situation. HereOs
what he has done:

¥ A number of you have been praying
and suggesting ways to come into
contact with more people in our
community.

¥ We have received, or been told to
expect, several one-time donations
to bring us back from the edge.

¥ We have received several pledges of
ongoing support towards our goal of
$3000 per month.

We need to rejoice in how God has been
working to provide, even before we knew
it. We also need to worship him for his
glory that continues to be revealed
throughout the process and to seek to be
content in him alone.

The financial bottom line is we still need
you (yes, even you) to consider your call
in this.




3RP QUARTER HNANCIAL UPDATE

JAN - MAR 2011

Income !
Members

Partners

MNA

Plate

Reimb / Refunds

by Bruce Douglass
treasurer

Observations:
$7,400
$10, 900 1) Internal giving, i.e., member tithes and

$10,200 offerings,! increased by 1%! over last
$900  quarter.
$1,200

$30,600 2) There are not sufficient discretionary

Expenses expense decisions available to counter
Admin $7,700 effects of:
Ministry $3,200 a) rent!lchanging from $1,000 to $1,500
Personnel $24,400 b) 30% quarterly decrease in partner
Reimbursable $100 giving

$35,400 ) 28% quarterly decrease in giving
Net Income through MNA

-$4,800

3) If all expenses were to be paid in full
the savings balance! would be
consumed.

4) Cash flow is benefitting from the timing
of monthly revenues and expenses.

5) There are approximately $1,100 in funds
to be received, composed of an
insurance settlement and air travel
reimbursement.

6) Utility expenses are decreasing as the
weather warms.
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Pates to Remember
’

Dake Event
Monc/@/\s Who's Afraid of Doctrine?
+'00 prm
May | *¢ Anniversary Lunch
aFter
church

OQ’I'
May 19 Men's Night L-/ d Z
§°00 pr @ GridTron Q/)'f,
May 29 Free Grace Fapuly Prayser
Gl00 P Meez‘/’g @ the church
May 30 Meprorial Day Barbecue
oz @ Ken & Linda's @
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In order to form a more permanent unionkE

by Per

We are currently what is known in the PCA as a
mission church. This means that we do not have
our own elders. Currently the elders of our mother
church, Christ the Redeemer in Portland, serve as
our elders. Over the next few months we
hope to move through the process of
particularization - that is, to elect our own
elders and become a OrealO church. | want to
give a brief overview of that process.

1.Currently: The November newsletter
announced that we would be beginning officer
training with the study on the Westminster
Confession as the first piece. All men were
invited to join us and go through that process.
We have completed that and a study of
/ the role of the elder. Over the next few
/ months we will complete a study of our
form of church government, the Book of
Church Order . During this time.
Ken Morris and Kevin Kidd have
been going through the studies
and walking through the life of
wm— . the church with me to

A apply what we have
been studying.

2. June: In June, we will have a time of
nominations. All members of the church are
welcome to nominate any active male member
for the offices of elder or deacon. Those men
who are nominated and eligible will be
examined by the elders and once approved as
qualified, will be announced to the
congregation.

We will also hold our annual congregational

meeting. At this meeting you will vote on whether

to petition our Presbytery to allow us to pursue
the rest of the process and organize.

3. July: Presbytery meets July 16 and will (hopefully)
approve our petition. We will also need to have
a congregational meeting to elect officers and
to vote on whether to call me as pastor or
initiate a pastoral search.

4. August: We will celebrate our organization as a
church in a special worship service where the
officers whom you have elected are ordained
and installed.

a CONTACT INFO

VISIT OUR WEB SITE AT WWW.FREEGRACE.US

= FIND US ON FACEBOOK



